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New Life Art presents. 


a rare opportunity 
to own two of 
Daniel A. Moore’s 
most sought after 
limited edition 
lithographs. 


“The Making of a Legend” 


“The Sack” 
Vhe Sack Douors Edition 

An edition of 150 prints was created in 1986 to fund the 
placement of the original 5’ x 7’ painting, The Sack, in the Paul W. 
Bryant Museum in Tuscaloosa. At the time of ifs release, very 
few Donor’s Editions were actually sold. Through a special 
arrangement with the artist, New Life Art will make available 50 of 
these outstanding collectibles. These special Donor’s Edition 
prints are hand signed by Cornelius Bennett and embossed with 
a second gold medallion featuring the Lombardi Trophy, which 
Cornelius won in 1986. 


©1981 New Life Art, Inc. 


The Making of a Legend 

Originally published in 1981 this print has been referred toby “We Sack Dauor's Edition ....S 2,000.00 
many collectors as the “missing link’ of their Daniel Moore 

collection. For this reason, The Making of a Legend has The Mating oa Legent...... .§ 1,500.00 
become perhaps the most sought after print fo collectors who 
are without if. Due fo initial printing problems, few prints were 
available that met our quality expectations so all unsold prints 


For more information contact: 


were taken off the market. To satisfy this edition, a remastered . 

printing has been competed that has greatly improved the New Life Ar t, Inc 
quality of this lithograph. Collectors currently owning prints 3600 Lornar fe Dr. 
from the first printing of The Making of a Legend who wish to Birmingham, Ni 35216 


exchange them for replacement prints from the second printing 


_ may do so at no cost (except for shipping charges) through | -800-/ 3 He? 7 8/ 
New Life Art. Exchanged prints will be destroyed and reissued | . 


with the same edition number(s). www.newlifeart.com 


©1986 New Life Art, Inc 
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Order these college sports 


. ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 33 issues, 2 yearbooks, $59 
. ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 17 magazines, $44.90 
. AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 


10 magazines, 12 newsletters, $35 

BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 12 issues, $34.95 
BYU - Cougar Sports Magazine 24 issues, $44.95 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 10 issues, $25.95 


. CINCINNATI - Bearcat Sports Digest 20 issues, $32.95 


COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 20 issues, $39 


. CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 14 issues, $35 
. DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, $31.95 

. EAST CAROLINA - Pirate’s Chest 20 issues, $25 

. FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47 

. FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues, $48 

. GEORGIA - The Georgia Bulldog Magazine 30 issues, $30 
. GEORGIA TECH - Ramblin’ Wreck 12 issues, $24.95 
. ILLINOIS - Fighting Illini 18 issues, $32.95 

. INDIANA - Inside Indiana 26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47 
. IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 25 issues, $42.90 

. IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 25 issues, $46.95 
. KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 24 issues, $37 

. KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 24 issues, $37 

. KENTUCKY - Cats’ Pause 35 issues, $47.50 

. LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 32 issues, $43.95 

. LSU- Tiger Rag 34 issues, 2 previews, $52 

. MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues, $39.95 

. MIAMI - Cane Sport 21 issues, $34.95 

. MICHIGAN - The Wolverine 26 issues, $44.95 

. MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan 18 issues, $32.95 
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. SYRACUSE - The Big Orange 24 issues, $44 

. TEMPLE - OwlScoop 18 issues, $29.95 

. TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 33 issues, $43 

. TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 25 issues, 2 guides, $34.97 
. TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 25 issues, $42.95 

. TEXAS A&M - Aggies Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.90 

. TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 16 issues, $34.90 

. VANDERBILT- The Commodore Report 28 issues, $41 

. VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 12 issues, $24.95 

. VIRGINIA TECH - The Hokie Huddler 33 issues, $34.95 

. WAKE FOREST - Gold Rush 16 issues, $29.95 

. WASHINGTON - Sports Washington 17 issues, $34.95 

. WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 32 issues, $32.95 

. WISCONSIN- Inside Wisconsin 25 issues, $39.95 
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Mail to: CSPA SUBSCRIPTIONS, P.O. Box 692, Holmes, PA 19043-0692 


publications for your 
friends and relatives!!! 


You enjoy following your favorite team no matter where you 
live so why not give your friends and family 

the same great opportunity. Every publication listed provides 

player features, game recaps, opponent previews, recruiting 

updates and much, much more. Order your subscription today! 


MISSISSIPPI - The Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues, $40 
MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 24 issues, $37 
NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.90 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 35 issues, $39.95 
NORTH CAROLINA ST. - The Wolfpacker 20 issues, $32.95 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 20 issues, $39.95 
OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 30 issues, $46 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 17 magazines, $42.90 
OKLAHOMA ST. - O State Sports Report 16 issues, $34.90 
OREGON - Fighting Ducks Review 32 issues, $59.95 
PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 28 issues, $42 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 

26 issues, 2 yearbooks, $47.95 

SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 35 issues, $32 


Rick the Ref is a registered trademark and is 
owned by McMillen Communications. 


Want to preview a publication? 
Visit the CSPA website at 
www.cspa-pub.com 
and then link to it 
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P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
(205) 345-5074 
FAX (205) 345-1260 
E-Mail: BamaMag @ aol.com 
For subscriptions: 1-800-713-2261 


Get the latest Crimson Tide 
sports updates! 


MA Hotline 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 


1-900-860-1979 


Charge is $1.59 per minute 


Callers under 18 obtain parents’ permission 
24-Hour Service 
Calls may be made from TouchTone 
or rotary dial telephone 


FOOTBALL UPDATES 
Daily updates (selection 2) by 8 p.m. CT each day of practices 
and within an hour of the completion of games, 
and weekly reports (selection 3) by 7 p.m. each Sunday 


RECRUITING INFORMATION 
Weekly updates (Selection 5) by 7 p.m. CT Sundays 


UPDATES ON ALL BAMA Sports 
Weekly updates (Selection 4) by 7 p.m. Sundays 


A service of BAMA Magazine 


2116 8th Street Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401 


(205) 345-5074 
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Publishing Information 
‘BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
(USPS 489-470; ISSN 0195-0975) is pub- 
lished monthly for ten months from August 
to May by College Sports Publications, Inc., 
2116 8th Street, Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401. 
Editorial office is located at 2116 8th Street, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama 35401-2134. 
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to BAMA, INSIDE THE CRIMSON 
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On The Cover: It’s time for football and no one is 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE 
more anxious to have the season here than sec- 


ond year Alabama Head Football Coach Mike 
DuBose. Bama has had good pre-season prepara- 


tion. See Page 8. Barry Fikes Photo 


Football Preseason: 
Preparation Has Been Good 8 


Although expectations for the Alabama football team by “experts” from around the state, the South 
and the nation are low, the Crimson Tide has practiced like a team with championship aspirations. 
by Kirk McNair 


Warren Foust: 
Happy To Be In Defensive Backfield 12 


Had he not switched to the secondary, senior Warren Foust might be in the mix for winning the quar- 
terback job at Alabama. Foust is happy with the way things have worked out. by Donald F. Staffo 


Chris Edwards: 

Fifth-Year Senior Is In Tide Plans 14 
Chris Edwards hasn't had much time on the football field except for special teams work. But now he’s 
over some nagging injuries and Alabama needs linebackers. by Shane Youngblood 


Rhett Crutchfield: 


Fifth-Year Walk-On Has Made It To The Top 16 
Non-scholarshipped football players who stick it out for five years are very rare. Rarer still is one who 
hangs on to become a starter. Tight end Rhett Crutchfield is a rarity. by Austin Dare 


Prep Prospects: 


The Big News In Alabama Is Big Men 20 
Our first look at upcoming top prep football prospects focuses on the big men-tight ends, linebackers 
and offensive and defensive linemen-in Alabama. There are a lot of them. by James Edwards 


It’s Official: 
NCAA Investigating Basketball 24 


As expected, Alabama has been notified by the NCAA that it will conduct an official investigation into 
the basketball program because of allegations against former Assistant Coach Tyrone Beaman. The 
University has been proactive and will continue to cooperate fully. by Kirk McNair 


Soccer Outlook: 


Looking At The Tide “On Paper” 25 
Although Alabama had severe losses from last year’s excellent team, Coach Don Staley believes that 
this year’s squad can do very well because of an excellent recruiting class. by Donna Fromme 


Cross Country Outlook: 

Men, Women Have Different Plans 27 
Both the men’s and women’s cross country teams have championship aspirations, but circumstances 
dictate that the men’s team put its hopes on hold for a year, while the women are going after all they 
can get this season. by Shane Youngblood 
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Scorecard 6 
Football Roster 10 
Fall Schedules 29 
Page 25 Schedules Of Tide’s Football Opponents 30 
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Three Committed 

Alabama is once again rushing to land 
commitments from high school football 
stars. Although signing day is not until the 
first Wednesday in February, Bama has at 
least three who have publicly committed to 
sign with the Crimson Tide. 

Jeremy Walker, a 6-3, 245-pound fullback 
from Prattville, who rushed for 423 yards 
and seven touchdowns and who could also 
be a prospect as a linebacker or defensive 
end, was the first to announce for the Tide. 
Since then Bama has received a commitment 
from a defensive end and a strong safety. 

Jarrett Johnson, a 6-4, 265-pound defensive 
end from Chiefland, Florida, who was all- 
state as a junior and who is ranked as one of 
the top 24 players in talent-rich Florida, has 
announced for Bama. Last year he played both 
offense and defense for Chiefland, the 2A 
state champion. Last year he had 97 tackles, 
including 25 sacks. He picked Alabama over 
Florida State, Georgia, Ohio State and North 
Carolina. He runs a 4.8-second 40-yard dash. 

Tyler Harris, a 6-1, 204-pound strong safe- 
ty from Anderson County High School in 
Clinton, Tennessee, went to summer football 
camps at both Tennessee and Alabama, then 
picked Bama over the nearby Vols and Ole 
Miss. Harris played for three years at Oak 
Ridge High School (where he was a team- 
mate of current Bama players Jason 
McAddley and Shaun Bohanon before mov- 
ing to Clinton. He has a 4.5 time in the 40 
and was one of the three fastest players in 
Tennessee's camp. He is ranked among the 
top dozen prospects in Tennessee. 

All three are honor students who have al- 
ready earned qualifying scores on the ACT. 


Sweet 16 

For years we have regarded the Sweet 16, 
as determined by Tuscaloosa News Sports 
Editor Cecil Hurt to be the most authorita- 
tive selection of football prospects by an 
Alabama newspaper. Hurt will evaluate these 
and other prospects throughout the season 
and present an updated version of the list in 
December. Here is the preseason Sweet 16: 

1. Kenny King, defensive end, Daphne; 2. 
Matt Lomax, offensive lineman, Mobile UMS 
Wright; 3. DeMarco McNeil, defensive tack- 
le, Prichard Blount; 4. Dante Ellington, of- 
fensive lineman, Leighton Colbert County; 
5. Robert Johnson, tight end, Montgomery 
Jeff Davis (already committed to Auburn); 6. 
Jeremy Walker, fullback, Prattville (Alabama 
commitment); 7. Saleem Rasheed, lineback- 
er, Birmingham Shades Valley; 8. Golinsky 
Smith, running back, Sylacauga; 9. Michael 
Owens, running back, Tuscumbia Deshler; 
10. Deandre Green, wide receiver, Prichard 
Blount (Auburn commitment); 11. Victor 
Horn, running back, Huntsville; 12. Alonzo 
Ephraim, center, Birmingham Wenonah; 13. 
Casinious Moore, running back, Anniston; 
14. Markee Coleman, defensive back, Holt; 
15. Robert Branch, defensive lineman, 
Tuscaloosa Central; 16. Leonard Fulgram, 
wide receiver-defensive back, Montevallo. 
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In alphabetical order Hurt listed 16 others 
who could break into the Sweet 16 by sea- 
son’s end. They are: 

Josh Billue, offensive tackle, Guntersville; 
Justin Coleman, offensive tackle, Demopolis; 
Chad Gaines, fullback, Sweet Water; Atlas 
Herrion, offensive tackle, Daphne; Antoine 
Hill, cornerback, Prichard Blount; Santel Lee, 
wide receiver, Mobile Shaw; Darryl Lewis, of- 
fensive tackle, Tuscaloosa Central; Bobby 
Moore, Jr., quarterback-punter, Tuscaloosa 
County; Kenneth Ogletree, defensive end, 
Ensley; William Orr, linebacker, Albertville; 
Kendall Page, offensive lineman, 
Greensboro; Phillip Pate, defensive back, 
Erwin (Auburn commitment); Bryon 
Rembert, defensive lineman, Birmingham 
West End; Mario Robbins, running back, 
Mobile Davidson; Randall Shoultz, offensive 
lineman, Jackson; and Randy Vickers, defen- 
sive back, Athens (Auburn commitment). 

Hurts list was substantially different from 
the Super 12 as selected by The Birmingham 
News. That newspaper's Super 12 was: 

1. Moore, 2. McNeil, 3. King, 4+. Green, 5. 
Ephraim, 6.Walker, 7. Johnson, 8. Lomax, 9. 
Smith, 10. Billue, 11. Matthew Forester, 
linebacker, Briarwood, and 12. Branch, On a 
second 12 were 13. Rasheed; 14. William 
Orr, linebacker, Albertville; 15. Ellington; 16. 
Owens; 17. Danny Haynes, place-kicker, 
Killen Brooks; 18. Moore; 19. Gaines; 20. TJ. 
Patterson, running back, Coffee of Florence; 
21. Clay Cleveland, tight end, Daphne; 22. 
Blake Jones, center, Athens; 23. Shoultz; and 
24. Danny Simms, quarterback, Cullman. 


Watch List 

Sophomore linebacker Travis Carroll has 
been placed on the initial watch list for the 
Butkus Award, given each season to the top 
college linebacker in the nation. The list in- 
cludes 68 linebackers and will be trimmed to 
10 semifinalists on October 15. It is pared to 
three finalists on November 12 and the award 
is presented December 11 by the Downtown 
Athletic Club of Orlando, Florida. 


Marlin Now Head Coach 

Former Assistant Basketball Coach Bob 
Marlin, fired with the rest of the staff at the 
conclusion of last season, has been named 
head coach at Sam Houston State University 
in Huntsville, Texas. Sam Houston is a 
Division | program. 

Marlin was a member of the Tide staff for 
three years and was acting head coach for 
one game, a win over LSU, when David 
Hobbs was absent because of a funeral. He 
came to Alabama from Pensacola Junior 
College, where he was head coach for five 
years and had a national championship team 
in 1993. 


Baseball Begins 

The 1998 fall baseball season is just around 
the corner. Baseball practice is scheduled to 
begin Monday, September 21 and continue 
for four or five weeks. The Crimson Tide 
will hold intrasquad games each weekend 


beginning Saturday, September 26. Alabama 
will also hold full-scale scrimmages on the 
weekends of Tuscaloosa home football games 
with Florida (October 3) and Ole Miss 
(October 10). All scrimmages are free and 
open to the public. 


People Are Watching 

The baseball program can add one more 
milestone to its ever-growing list of accom- 
plishments under Coach Jim Wells. According 
to a recent survey complied by NCAA base- 
ball statistical guru John Painter the Crimson 
Tide posted the fifth-best attendance in the 
nation last year. The 1998 season marked the 
fourth straight year Alabama had shown a sig- 
nificant increase in attendance. In 1998, 
Alabama drew a school-record 120,331 fans 
for 33 home dates, an average of 3,646 per 
game. That figure was up 1,000 fans per 
game from the Crimson Tide’s College World 
Series runner-up season in 1997. “We are 
very excited and appreciative of the response 
our fans have given to this baseball program,” 
Wells said. “We feel like we have a real home- 
field advantage due to our large, enthusiastic 
crowds. We have worked very hard to build 
up a strong fan base and | hope our fans will 
continue to support this program for many 
more years to come.” 

Once again, LSU was the nation’s top- 
drawing team. The Tigers drew 232,597 fans 
for 35 home games. The Tigers averaged 
6,646 per game. 

Alabama has shown increased attendance 
in all four years under Wells. In 1995, the 
Tide finished 32nd nationally and has bet- 
tered itself each season. In 1996, Alabama 
ranked ninth and was seventh in the nation 
in 1997, The Crimson Tide hosted an NCAA 
Regional in 1996 and 1997 and in both years 
advanced to the College World Series in 
Omaha, Neb. Season tickets sales have also 
increased at Alabama during Wells’ tenure. 
In 1995, Alabama sold 450 tickets, but that 
number has increased significantly since. 
The Crimson Tide had 691 season-ticket 
holders in 1996, 1,025 in 1997 and 2,947 
last year. Last year’s school-record total is an 
increase of over 600 percent since Wells took 
over the Alabama program in 1995. 


Interim Head Coach 

Assistant Coach Ed Reed has been named 
interim head coach of the men and women’s 
swimming and diving program. 

Reed, the director of aquatic sports at The 
Capstone since 1994, has been a member of 
the Alabama swim team staff since 1996. He 
steps in for departed Coach Chuck Horton, 
who resigned to pursue opportunities in pri- 
vate business just before the start of the 
school year. 

The search for Horton’s replacement is 
under way and will continue until a suitable 
successor is found. 

“We will continue to search for a coach to 
lead our swimming and diving program into 
the future,” Athletics Director Bob Bockrath 
said. “Until we find that coach, I feel Ed, 
with his years of experience and success, 
holds the program in capable hands.” 

Before joining the Alabama staff, Reed 
spent 25 years in coaching including 22 
years as head swimming and diving coach at 
Brown University. A member of the Brown 
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University Athletic Hall of Fame, Reed was 
also an accomplished water polo coach, hav- 
ing served on the United States national 
team staff several times, including the 1996 
U.S. Olympic staff. 

Horton was only the third coach of the 
combined men’s and women’s program, fol- 
lowing Don Gambril and Jonty Skinner. He 
had served at Villanova for seven years be- 
fore taking over the Tide helm in 1994. 

During Horton’s tenure, Alabama produced 
three NCAA top-25 finishes in women’s com- 
petition, four top-30 places in men’s swim- 
ming and diving. Bama also had one national 
champion individually, diver Brent Roberts, 
winner of the 1998 10-meter platform. 


Tie Good For Win 

Men’s Golf Coach Dick Spybey served as 
tournament director of the Palmer Cup, 
matches between college players from the 
United States against their counterparts in 
Great Britain, this year and the United States 
was able to retain the cup as this year’s event 
ended in a tie. The tournament is named for 
legendary Arnold Palmer and was played this 
year at the Old Course in St. Andrews, 
Scotland. Spybey was manager of the United 
States team in the inaugural event in 1997. 


Success In Great Britain 

Former Tide golfer Leslie Spalding, a mem- 
ber of the LPGA tour since 1995, had her 
best finish to date when she tied for sixth at 
the Women’s British Open. Spalding was 
nine-over-par in treacherous conditions and 
collected $27,540. The two-time Montana 
state amateur champion before turning pro 
had won $20,061 in 1996, her first full year 
on the tour, and $18,130 last year. She fin- 
ished her Tide career in 1992. 


Student Coach 

Kathryn Cusick will be a student assistant 
coach for Betty Palmer's women’s golf team 
this year. Cusick was on the winning United 
States’ team coached by Palmer this summer 
that went to Japan to repeat as winner of the 
United States-Japan Matches. It was Cusick’s 
second year on the United States team. 


In This Corner 

Melissa Del-Valle Salamone, starting point 
guard on Rick Moody’s 1992 and 1993 
women’s basketball teams, traded in the 
roundball for a pair of boxing gloves after 
she left Alabama. Salamone defeated the de- 
fending champion to win the 132-pound di- 
vision of the Golden Gloves just seven 
months after she began her boxing career in 
1996. The New Yorker was a perfect 10-0, 
including a couple of knockouts, as of mid- 
August. Her brother, Louis Del-Valle, is a for- 
mer Golden Gloves winner and is a top-rated 
professional. Her husband, Craig Salamone, 
has also taken up the sport. 


Wren Finishes 11th 

Janna Wren, a walk-on member of the 
women’s track and field team from Dothan, 
finished 11th in the hammer throw of the 
World Junior Championships in Annecy, 
France, this summer. She had her all-time 
best mark, 181-9, in preliminary competition 
at the event. 
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Gatorade Honorees 

Two Alabama signees have been named 
Gatorade athletes of the year in their sports. 
Suzanne Olcott of Vestavia Hills High 
School, won for softball, while Shontua Ray 
of Montevallo, a Bama football signee, won 
for track and field. Olcott, who played short- 
stop and second base her senior year, hit 
508. Ray set state records in winning both 
the 100- and 200-meter dashes. 


The Nominees Are 

The Alabama Sports Hall of Fame has re- 
leased the list of those who have been nomi- 
nated for induction in 1999. The Hall will 
take four new members from the Group | 
(football, basketball and baseball) Modern 
category, two from the Group II (all other 
sports, administrators, etc.) and two from 
the Old Timers category (those whose ca- 
reers preceded 40 years ago or who have 
reached 70 years of age). 

Among the nominees in Group I with 
Alabama ties are former Bama football players 
John Croyle, Dennis Homan, Tony Nathan, 
Major Ogilvie, Steve Sloan and George 
“Butch” Wilson, former Tide basketball star 
Wendell Hudson, and former Alabama base- 
ball pitcher Alan Worthington, who earned 
his fame as a major league player. 

From Group II are former Tide men’s ten- 
nis team player Roberta Alison Baumgardner 
(Bama did not have a women’s team when 
she played), former trainer Jim Goostree, 
former diver Barbara Logan, and current 
gymnastics Coach Sarah Patterson. 

From the Old Timers category, former bas- 


ketball star Jerry Harper, former football play- 
ers Hugh Morrow and Johnny Wozniak, for- 
mer Golf Coach Conrad Rehling, and former 
Basketball and Baseball Coach Hayden Riley. 

Inductees will be announced in September. 
This year’s banquet will be February 27. 


Blue-Gray Fame 

Former Alabama center Vaughn Mancha 
has been named to the Blue-Gray All-Star 
Football Classic Hall of Fame. Mancha, a 
member of Alabama's All-Century team and 
the National Football Foundation Hall of 
Fame, played in the 1946 event in 
Montgomery. 


Fred Sington 

One of Alabama’s all-time finest football 
players, Hall of Fame member Fred Sington, 
died August 20 at the age of 88. Sington was 
known as “Mr. Birmingham” because of his 
many civic achievements in his hometown. 
In addition to being an All-America football 
player on Alabama’s 1930 National 
Championship and Rose Bowl Champion- 
ship team, he was a Phi Beta Kappa student. 
Following his college career he played both 
professional football and baseball, including 
playing for six years in the major leagues 
with Brooklyn and Washington. In the off- 
season he was an assistant football coach at 
Duke, under his former Alabama coach, 
Wallace Wade. And among his many 
achievements, he was on the committee that 
went to Texas in late 1957 to persuade Texas 
A&M Head Coach Paul Bryant to return to 
his alma mater. 
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24-Hour ANSWERING SERVICE 


by Kirk McNair 


Although others have low 
expectations for Bama, 
Tide has pleased DuBose 


he adage had it that “Practice makes 
| perfect.” Then someone figured out 
that what practice really did was 
“make permanent.” And so the theory now 
is that “Perfect practice makes perfect.” No 
one would suggest that Alabama's preseason 
football practices have been perfect, but they 
have been encouraging. 

Head Coach Mike DuBose had very effi- 
cient August practices. Prior to the begin- 
ning of classes and mandatory one-a-day 
practices on August 26, Tiders practiced six 
days per week, usually three times each day. 
On Saturdays, including a major scrimmage 
on August 22, there were only two practices. 
On a three-practice day the morning work- 
out would be a teaching session on situa- 
tions (no huddle offense, goal line defense, 
etc.), the afternoon practice would be the 
most physical and devoted to team work, 
while the middle practice was for work on 
the kicking game. Because the kicking game 
does not involve the quarterbacks, that peri- 
od was used to give them extra drill work. 

Through that August 22 scrimmage 
(which was conducted in front of several 
thousand spectators, members of the Red 
Elephant clubs, the Tuscaloosa County 
Alumni Association, and holders of the new 
skyboxes at Bryant-Denny Stadium), prac- 
tices were spent on fundamentals. In the 
final two weeks of preseason practice the 
plan for the opening game against BYU was 
to be installed. 

There were very few days in this prepara- 
tion time in which DuBose did not think 
that his players benefitted. 

It was also of benefit to players and coach- 
es that the team arrived in excellent condi- 
tion. Almost all of the returning varsity 
players spent at least part of the summer in 
Tuscaloosa working out with their peers and 
in a controlled atmosphere. Additionally, a 
handful of newcomers also arrived in 
Tuscaloosa early to begin working into foot- 
ball condition. 

As much as anything, the physical condi- 
tioning of the players was an indication to 
DuBose of the dedication of the players to 
having a good season, and as much as any- 
thing he complimented the attitude and 
focus of the squad. 

While pre-season polls at every level have 
shown low expectations for this football 
team, the coaches and players have high ex- 
pectations. DuBose said the team has a long- 
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Thus far this summer it has been Alabama vs. Alabama, but that changes September 5 when the sea- 


son opens with Bama hosting Brigham Young. 


term goal of being back in the national 
championship picture, an intermediate goal 
of being in a bowl game at the end of this 
season, and a short term goal of “improving 
every day.” 

In this year’s pre-season Associated Press 
poll, Alabama not only did not get ranked 
among the top 25 teams, the Tide didn't 
even get one vote from the 60-odd 
sportswriters and broadcasters. In the poll of 
media members attending Southeastern 
Conference Media Days in early August, 
Bama was picked to finish fifth in the SEC 
Western Division, and missed being picked 
to finish last by just one point. 


Ithough the biggest question among 

fans concerned the quarterback posi- 

tion, that turned out to be less of a 
race than expected. More than two weeks 
before the opening game DuBose announced 
that fifth-year senior John David Phillips 
would be the starting quarterback and that 
redshirt freshman Andrew Zow would be his 
back-up. Many had speculated that fresh- 
man Tyler Watts would leap-frog the return- 
ing quarterbacks, but he will be the third- 
teamer unless something changes. 

While the quarterback position is solidi- 
fied, there are questions on the offense. One 
is what kind of alignment will Alabama be 
in, and the answer is “Just about everything 
but the wishbone and Notre Dame box.” 
Although there are only 11 positions listed 
on the daily depth chart, various alignments 
change which 11 men are on the field. 
Alabama actually has what would be termed 
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a normal offensive alignment of a center, 
two guards, two tackles, tight end, split end, 
quarterback, fullback, tailback, and flanker. 

However, there are also alignments with two 
tight ends (and no split end), three wide re- 
ceivers and no fullback or no tight end, four 
wide receivers with no fullback or tailback 
or four wide receivers with no fullback or 
tight end, a fullback who moves to a slot or 
to tight end, and all sorts of shifts and mo- 
tion. Although the quarterback is usually 
under center, the Tide also has a spread (or 
shotgun) package. 

“We don’t want to have too much offense 
in, but we have enough for the quarterbacks 
to win with,” DuBose said. “We want to give 
the appearance of having more than we do 
and the way we will do that is by using dif- 
ferent alignments and motion.” 

Of most concern to DuBose has been the 
right tackle position. Sage Spree was listed 
number one prior to the start of practice. 
However, Spree, who has missed some work 
with a bad back, was quickly beaten out by 
junior college transfer Kenric Lott (even 
though Lott didn’t get to start work with the 
other newcomers because of a paperwork 
snafu involving his junior college 
graduation). However, DuBose still wasn’t 
happy and so he moved Will Cuthbert, who 
was number one at left guard, to right tack- 
le, where Cuthbert had been a back-up in 
1997. That move was made possible in part 
because Jason McDonald has made great 
strides as an offensive guard. DuBose said 
McDonald had the tools to be “outstanding” 
at guard. 
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There has also been some concern about 
depth at wide receiver and the question of 
back-up tailback appears to be meandering 
down that unfortunate path that had Shaun 
Alexander, Bama’s best tailback the past two 
years, on the third team. Litthe walk-on 
Arvin Richard (who is expected to be put on 
scholarship this year) has been ranked num- 
ber two, ahead of bigger, faster and stronger 
players like redshirt freshman Adam Cox 
and freshman Shontua Ray. 

If quizzed now, DuBose might lower his 
expectations of the number of newcomers 
who will contribute to this team. He had 
predicted 15-18. Now it appears more likely 
to be closer to 10. But there's little doubt 
that at least two players who were high 
school quarterbacks at this time last year 
will be in the playing rotation at wide re- 
ceiver. Freddie Milons has been spectacular 
at times, and Eric Locke hasn't been far be- 
hind him. Although Michael Vaughn was 
overcome by heat and missed part of the 
August 22 scrimmage, he should be a top 
performer this year after missing last year 
with a back injury. Shamari Buchanan will 
miss about half the season with a broken 
collarbone. 


Ithough for many months Tide 

coaches had said they would use the 

defense that best suited the personnel 
available, there was a suspicion that the 
coaches hoped to find personnel that would 
fit the 3-4. For the past few years Alabama 
has been in a 4-3 defense (meaning four de- 
fensive linemen and three linebackers). This 
year the base defense will be a nose tackle, 
two defensive ends and four linebackers. 

A cursory glance at the depth chart sug- 
gests Bama is loaded with defensive line- 
men, a little short on linebackers. The best 
two newcomers on defense have been two 


more linemen, Cornelius Griffin and Kindal 
Moorehead. 

However, a handful of linebackers have 
been very good. DuBose has praised Clint 
Waggoner and Canary Knight and Trevis 
Smith at the two outside linebacker spots 
and Travis Carroll, Tito Smith, Steve Stanley 
and Chris Horne at the two inside spots. 
Carroll, an upcoming sophomore, is unques- 
tionably the leader of the defense. When he 
missed a few days with a shoulder bruise, 
DuBose noted that the intensity dropped. 


rdinarily there is not much fan dis- 

cussion of a football team’s kicking 

game, but Alabama’s ineffectiveness 
in that area last year meant it was much dis- 
cussed in coaching staff meetings. The solu- 
tion was to turn special teams preparation 
over to Jeff Rouzie. 

Although Rouzie was a non-kicking 
linebacker as a player and a linebacker 
coach professionally, he made it his business 
to find out about the kicking game. The re- 
sult, said DuBose, was, “We have a package 
that 1 think will help us win some games in- 
stead of contributing to losing some games.” 
DuBose had said he has the ambitious hope 
the special teams will be responsible for 
winning two or three games this year. 

Those special teams workouts were mod- 
els of efficiency, all aspects of the kicking 
game covered thoroughly in a minimum of 
time. While there hasn't been reason for 
concern about punting with Daniel Pope re- 
turning, there was an urgency to develop a 
field goal kicker. It appears Bama has come 
up with two, both of whom were prominent 
last year. Ryan Pflugner, who started 1997 as 
the starter but who was injured early in the 
year and only recently cleared to return to 
football, and left-footed A.J. Diaz both had 
excellent performances. Either could be the 


kickoff man, or it could be strong-legged 
(but not too accurate) freshman walk-on 
Mark Wisniewski. 

There have been some problems with 
snapping to holder Chris Reier and to Pope. 
If walk-on Bradley Ledbetter doesn’t get the 
job done the task may fall to defensive end 
Kenny Smith, who has been impressive in 
drills. 

Traditionally, with the exception of the 
David Palmer years, Alabama hasn't had re- 
turn men who were much of a threat to help 
out on field position. It appears Arvin 
Richard is again in line to return punts (last 
year's average 7.0 as Bama ranked ninth in 
the SEC). The most logical kickoff return 
man appears to be Shontua Ray, the team’s 
fastest player. 


here have been some disappointments 

this year. Most notable were the aca- 

demic losses of pre-season All-SEC 
defensive lineman Chris Hood and outside 
linebacker Steve Harris, both projected as 
starters following spring practice. 

There have also been a couple of injury 
losses, to oft-injured cornerback Thomas 
Hill, who has been forced to give up football 
with this latest ailment, and to redshirt 
freshman safety John Fielding, who injured 
his Achilles this summer and is not expected 
to play this year. Both were projected to be 
down-the-line back-up players this season. 

One of the most heart-warming stories of 
last football season was the effort of defen- 
sive tackle Marquis Forge to be a student, an 
athlete and a full-time worker. The former 
walk-on from Autaugaville still has a full 
plate as a full-time student and full-time 
worker as a supervisor on the night shift at a 
Tuscaloosa manufacturing plant, but he has 
given up football. Last year he was put into 
a couple of games in the final moments. 
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1998 Alabama Football Roster 


(Subject to change) 

No Name, Pos. Class Hgt Wgt Exp Hometown No Name, Pos. Class Hgt Wgt Exp Hometown 
1 Chris Horne, WLB So 6-1 212 IL Sandersville, Ga. 39 Antoine Hunter, RCB Sr 6-0 173 IL Valdosta, Ga. 
1 Ananias Carson, WR So 5-10 160 Tr Tulsa, Okla. 40 Daniel Pope, P Sr 6-0 200 IL Alpharetta, Ga. 
1 Monte Poe, QB Jr 5-11 195 Sq _ Nashville, Tenn. 41 Marcus Spencer, SS So 6-2 190 IL York 
1 Taylor Williams, PK Fr 6-0 175 Sq Tuscaloosa 42 Emmanuel Okoye,MLB- Fr 6-0 208 Sq Union, NJ. 
2 Eric Locke, WR Fr. 5-9 185 HS Murfreesboro, Tenn. 43 John Gartman, FL Fr 6-3 170 Sq Camden 
2 Dave Crittenden, PK Jr 6-2 196 Sq Florence 44 Travis Carroll, MLB So 6-4 244 IL Jacksonville, Fla. 
3 Michael Feagin, LCB Sr 5-9 180 3L Greenville 44 Joey McSorley, FB Jr 6-1 210 Sq Montevallo 
3 Wesley Black, FL Jr 6-2 173 Sq Hoover 45 Marvin Constant, MLB Fr 6-3 237 HS Tuscaloosa 
3 Jamie Hunter, QB Fr 6-3 225 Sq Daphne 45 Corey Bryan, MLB Fr 6-1 207 Sq Andalusia 
4 Steve Stanley, SLB Sr 6-3 209 3L Leighton 46 John Fielding, SS Fr 6-1 186 RS Augusta, Ga. 
4 Jay Stubbs, WR Fr 5-10 175 HS Las Vegas, Nev. 46 Darius White, WR Fr 6-0 170 Sq Accokeek, Md. 
5 Andrew Zow, QB Fr 6-2 215 Sq __ Lake Butler, Fla. 47 Eddie Hunter, SLB Sr 6-2 225 2L Mobile 
6 Marvin Brown, FB Fb 6-0 245 HS Hyattsville, Md. 47 Chad Barron, PK Fr 6-2 205 RS Marietta, Ga. 
6 John David Watson, QB Jr 6-1 190 Sq Franklin, Tenn. 48 Trevis Smith, WLB Sr 6-0 221 3L Montgomery 
7 Quincy Jackson, FL Sr 6-1 188 IL Brundidge 48 Westley Welch, Sn Fr 6-3 178 Sq Monroeville 
7 Reginald Bobo, LCB So 6-0 196 Sq Bloomfield, Mich. 49 Mark Wisniewski, PK Fr 6-2 180 HS Jacksonville, Fla. 
7 Ryan Pflugner, PK Jr 5-11 177 Sq Sarasota, Fla. 49 Gary Barnes, FS So 5-11 195 Sq Nashville 
8 Tim Bowens, FL Jr 6-1 188 2L Killen 50 Rob-E Staten, NG So 6-1 270 Sq Pearl, Miss. 
9 Victor Ellis, LB Fr 6-3 210 HS Chattanooga, Tenn. 51 Carlos Stennis, NG So 6-1 275 Sq Meridian, Miss. 
9 Jonathan Richey, QB Fr 6-2 205 Sq Fyffe 52 Theo Sanders, LB Fr 6-3 215 HS Birmingham 

10 Miguel Merritt, SS Jr 6-2 215 JC Hopkinsville, Ky. 53 Granison Wagstaff, MLB Sr 6-3 236 2L Enterprise 
10 Jeff Eller, SE Fr 6-1 175 RS Pelham 53 Robert Upchurch, TE Fr 6-3 226 Sq Livingston 
11 Chad Floyd, PK So 6-0 200 Sq Vinemont 54  Kindal Moorehead, DL Fr 6-4 288 HS Memphis, Tenn, 
11 RJ. Reed, WR Fr 5-10 180 HS _ Tallahassee, Fla. 54 Steven Holloway, LT So 6-3 245 Sq Hoover 
12 John David Phillips, QB Sr 6-3 226 3L Anniston 55 Brooks Brodie, C Sr 6-3 272 IL Tifton, Ga. 
13. Kecalf Bailey, RCB So 5-10 153) IL Tuscaloosa 56 Kenric Lott, RT Jr 6-5 310 Jc Blackshear, Ga. 
13 Izra Brown, WR So 6-3 175 Sq _ Panama City, Fla. 58 Canary Knight, OLB Jr 6-4 245 JC _ Tallahassee, Fla. 
13 Wes Long, QB So 6-3 198 Sq Guntersville 58 Ty Babcock, C So 6-0 253 Sq Albertville 
14 Tyler Watts, QB Fr 6-3 210 HS Pelham 58 Drew McNatt, SN Jr 6-0 250 Sq Aurora, Mo. 
14 Lee Chambers, QB So 6-4 200 Sq Enterprise 59 Chris Edwards, MLB Sr 6-1 248 3L Bessemer 
15 AJ. Diaz, PK So 5-11 180 IL Miami 59 Chris Ray, RT So 6-2 255 Sq Piedmont 
15 Freddie Milons, WR Fr 5-11 174 HS __ Starkville, Miss. 60 Chris Samuels, LT Jr 6-6 285 2L Mobile 
16 Chris Reier, CB Fr 5-9 184 RS _ Jacksonville, Fla. 61 Todd Whitmore, LG Jr 6-6 285 JC Ranburne 
17 Warren Foust, S Sr 6-2 210 3LMidwest City, Okla. 62 Mal Waldrep, RG So 6-4 270 Tr Columbus, Ga. 
17 Mare Mollicone, QB Jr 6-3 220 Sq_ Fall River, Mass. 63 Sage Spree, OT Sr 6-6 281 3L Boligee 
17 James Sullen, Jr., WR So 6-3 195 Sq Tuskegee 64 Kory Small, OT So 6-2 300 Tr New Iberia, La. 
18 Luke Tucker, QB Fr 6-1 185 HS Fayette 67 Kelvis White, NG So 6-4 287 Sq Courtland 
18 Michael Vickery, WR Jr 6-2 175 Sq Mobile 68 Michael Flax, SLB Fr 6-1 190 Sq _ Cincinnati, Ohio 
19 Jason Jones, S So 5-11 187 Sq Tuscaloosa 69 Michael Moore, LG Jr 6-4 295) 2L Fayette 
19 Brian Cunningham, PK Sr 5-9 178 2L Birmingham 69 Ross Gunnells, WLB So 6-1 203 Sq Aliceville 
20 Kelvin Sigler, S Sr 6-0 189 3L Mobile 70 Jason McDonald, LG Jr 6-6 310 2L Theodore 
20 Chris Kemp, PK So 5-9 171 Sq Jacksonville, Fla. 71 Marico Portis, RG-C Fr 6-3 297 HS Prichard 
21 Montoya Madden, FB Sr 5-9 230 3L Town Creek 72 Will Cuthbert, LG So 6-6 320 IL Fort Pierce, Fla. 
21 Greg Phillips, SS Jr 5-11 191 Sq Mobile 74 Paul Hogan, C So 6-3 275 IL Valdosta, Ga. 
21 Jeff Rowell, S Jr 5-10 192 Sq Northport 75 Griff Redmill, RG So 6-5 290 IL Jasper 
22 Michael Vaughn, FL Jr 6-1-191 2L Clarksdale, Miss. 75 Brian Brasseal, LG Sr 6-2 280 Sq Ashland 
22 Jarrod Warren, S Jr 5-11 192 Sq Birmingham 76 Lanis Baxley, LT Fr 6-7 283 HS Waynesboro, Ga. 
23 Reggie Myles, CB Fr 6-0 180 HS _ Pascagoula, Miss. 77 Bart Raulston, RT Fr 6-8 320 HS Sylvania 
23 Myles Christian, FB Jr 5-7 185 Sq Tuscaloosa 78 Michael Barfield, LT Fr 6-5 289 RS Dothan 
23 Alex Malone, RB Sr 6-0 227 Sq Huntsville 79 Ray Marshall, OT Fr 6-8 310 HS Montevallo 
24 Tony Dixon, SS So 6-1 193 IL Reform 80 Jason McAddley, WR Fr 6-2 190 Sq _ Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
24 Patrick Morgan, P Jr 6-0 182 Sq Birmingham 81 Rob Egan, WR Fr 6-4 200 HS Henderson, Ky. 
25 Fernando Bryant, LCB Sr . 6-0 177  3LMurfreesboro, Tenn. 82. Terry Jones, Jr., TE Fr 6-4 245 HS Tuscaloosa 
25 Dennis Bonga, WR Fr 6-3 190 HS __ Tallahassee, Fla. 83 Calvin Hall, SE Sr 6-2 208 2L Gallatin, Tenn. 
26 Arvin Richard, TB So 5-7 172 IL Auanta 83 Robert Upchurch, TE Fr 6-3 240 Sq Livingston 

27 Sam Collins, WR Fr 6-2 185 HS Fayette 84 Shamari Buchanan, SE Jr 6-2 196 2L Auanta 

27 Brent Cox, WLB Jr 6-0 195 Sq Elkin, N.C. 85 Rhett Crutchfield, TE Sr 6-3 250 IL Birmingham 

28 Shaun Bohanon, TB So 6-2 207 Sq _ Oak Ridge, Tenn. 86 Joe Yount, TE Fr 6-5 253 Sq Albertville 

28 Bo Butler, S Jr 5-11 184 Sq Scottsboro 87 Johnovan Morgan, TE Fr 6-4 265 HS Miami, Fla. 

29 Ahmaad Galloway, RB Fr 6-0 200 HS Millington, Tenn. 88 Kenny Smith, RDE So 6-5 276 IL Meridian, Miss. 

29 Waymond Douglas, TB Jr 5-11 179 Sq Birmingham 88 Ryan Morton, TE Jr 6-4 207) Sq Boaz 

30 Dustin McClintock, FB So 6-2 261 IL Quinlan, Texas 89 Tito Smith, MLB Sr 6-3 224 2L Birmingham 

31 Adam Cox, TB Fr 6-1 208 RS Jasper 89 Wes Allen, WR Sr 5-11 158 Sq Hoover 

31 Jason Kellen, P So 6-3 215 Sq Tuscaloosa 90 Jamie Carter, DL Jr 6-4 314 2L Philadelphia, Miss. 

32 Phillip Weeks, S Fr 6-2 170 HS _ Lake Butler, Fla. 91 Clint Waggoner, OLB Jr 6-6 224 2L Fairburn, Ga. 

32 Jonathan Gardner, S So 6-1 185 Sq Gadsden 92 Shaun Williams, LDE Fr 6-5 250 Sq Augusta, Ga. 

32 Steven Harris, CB Fr 5-11 180 Sq Clarkston, Ga. 93 Bradley Ledbetter, SN So 6-3 253 Sq Pelham 

33 Shontua Ray, RB Fr 5-10 185 HS Montevallo 93 Chauvon McFadden,NT Fr 6-3 288 Sq Herndon, Va. 

33 Walter Womack, S Jr 5-9 167 Sq Greenville 94 Derek Sanders, DL Fr 6-5 250 HS _ Sandersville, Ga. 

33 Justin Turner, CB So 5-9 170 Sq Lyman, S.C. 94 Chauvon McFadden,DE Fr 6-3 288 Sq Herndon, Va. 

35 Owen Winston, RCB Sr 6-0 190 2L Montgomery 95 Sam Matthews, DL Fr 6-6 288 RS Jacksonville, Fla. 

36 Marcus Slay, RCB So 5-8 150 Sq Dunwoody, Ga. 97 Cornelius Griffin, DL Jr 6-4 280 JC Brundidge 

36 Martin Glover, FL So 5-9 190 Sq Sumiton 98 Reggie Grimes, RDE Jr 6-5 290 2L Nashville 

37 Shaun Alexander, TB Jr 6-0 215 2L Florence, Ky. 98 _ David Barron, Sn So 5-11 215 Sq Bloomfield, Mich. 

37 Chad McGehee, CB Sr 5-10 181 Sq Rainbow City 99 Darius Gilbert, SLB Fr 6-2 215 HS Oxford 

38 Shawn Draper, DE So 6-4 280 IL Huntsville 
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“TRADITION CONTINUES” 
by Daniel A. Moore 

Regular Edition $225.00 

Signature Edition $375.00. 

Artist’s Proof Edition $550.00 

(The above prints are also available 

autographed by the players in the 

print for an additional $150.00.) 

Add $165.00 framing 


“WINNING CONNECTION” 
by Daniel A. Moore 
Regular Edition $150.00 
Artist’s Proof Edition $450.00 
*BAMA MAGAZINE Special! 


Add $75.00 framing Regular Edition 
No charge framing Artist's Proof 
Edition 


“TITLE WAVE” 
By Peter Cousins 
500 Limited Editions 50 Artist's Proofs 
Signed and Numbered — Signed and Numbered 
$75 with Special $150 with Two 
Edition Bronze Coin Special Edition Coins 


Add $150.00 for framing 
5000 Open Editions, 
unsigned lithographs 
$30 


Add $10.00 S/H on prints Add $15,00 S/H on framed prints 
Alabama residents MUST add 8% sales tax 
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Warren Foust: 


|» Sa ia Ti I et ay | 
Happy To Be In Defensive Backfield 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Once upon a time he was 
candidate at quarterback 


ll of Alabama’s quarterbacks—fifth- 
Av senior John David Phillips, 

redshirt freshman Andrew Zow, 
and true freshmen Luke Tucker and Tyler 
Watts-are basically untested going into the 
1998 football season. With such wide-open 
competition for the marquee position, 
Warren Foust might rue the day he elected 
to move to the secondary. 

Foust, a former Oklahoma Player of the 
Year who as a prep star passed for over 
1,200 yards and ran for over 1,000 yards as 
a unanimous all-state quarterback, could 


have been a part of the mix. However, 
prior to the 1997 season Foust, who had 
been a little-used back-up quarterback for 
two years, switched to defensive back. He 
had never played on defense before the 
move. 

But even though the Crimson Tide lacks 
an experienced quarterback and Foust 
would have had the opportunity to com- 
pete for the position, the fifth-year senior 
is glad he made the position change. 

“I guess at times | do wonder what 
would have happened if I had stayed at 
quarterback, but at the same time I am un- 
believably pleased to be playing in the sec- 
ondary,” Foust said. “I liked playing quar- 
terback and was comfortable with it, but 
the offense Alabama is using now is not 
suited to my abilities. I’m more of a run- 
oriented, play-action quarterback who 


Warren Foust came to Alabama as a quarterback, but the Tide's current philosophy doesn’t suit his 
skills. Foust is happy that he made the move to safety two years ago. He's counted on for plenty of 


playing time this fall. 
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likes to give the ball to the running backs 
and tight ends. Now our offense is going 
towards four or five wideouts and throw- 
ing the ball down the field.” 

Foust, 6-2, 210, said that moving from 
quarterback to defensive back was very dif- 
ficult at first because he had to adjust to 
the fundamentals of tackling, back-pedal- 
ing and coverage. He said that having 
played quarterback may have been an ad- 
vantage. “I think it helped me to pick up 
things quicker and learn the position faster 
because | had an understanding of what an 
offense is trying to do to the defense,” he 
said. 

Last year Foust played extensively in 
every game, recording 24 tackles (two for 
losses), recovering a fumble, blocking a 
punt, and deflecting a pass. 

In spring training he continued to im- 
prove and the Alabama coaching staff se- 
lected him as recipient of the “Bobby Johns 
Most Improved Defensive Back Award.” 


o instead of competing with Phillips, 
S Zow, Tucker and Watts on offense, 

Foust finds himself battling the likes 
of Kelvin Sigler, Tony Dixon and Marcus 
Spencer in the secondary. Sigler started 
every game at free safety a year ago, while 
Dixon was the back-up to the graduated 
Andre Short at strong safety. On the open- 
ing depth chart for practice this fall, Foust 
was listed second behind Sigler. “Kelvin 
was the starter last year and deserves to be 
listed number one,” Foust said. “But I 
don’t think I’m competing with anyone. 
We've got a lot more than four guys with 
talent, and Coach Cheese (the players’ 
nickname for Secondary Coach Charlie 
Harbison) believes in rotation, We're not 
too concerned with first or second team 
because a lot of guys are going to be play- 
ing. My competition, if you want to call it 
that, is with myself; to be the best I can 
be.” 

Foust said that typically the strong safety 
is more of a run supporter who usually 
matches up against tight ends and running 
backs in passing situations, but that in the 
Alabama scheme the strong safety and free 
safety are virtually interchangeable. 

Harbison, in his first year at Bama after 
coming from Clemson, affirmed that he 
plans to play a lot of people and that all 
will know the techniques and the responsi- 
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bilities of both free and strong safety. “1 
teach guys to be complete ballplayers,” he 
said. “That way I can keep the best players 
on the field. They will know each other's 
responsibilities so that if they are caught in 
certain situations they will be able to han- 
dle it. That's being a complete ballplayer, 
and that’s what I want.” 

Foust said he wasn’t sure where he 
would play when the Tide is in a four-man 
secondary scheme. When Bama went to 
the five-man (nickel) defensive backfield 
last season, Foust went to free safety with 
Sigler moving to the nickel position, and 
that rotation continued under Harbison 
this spring. 

Foust, who runs a 4.6-second 40-yard 
dash and bench presses 330 pounds, said 
that whatever he may lack in physical abil- 
ity he tries to make up by being a good lis- 
tener who is willing to learn. “I need to get 
better at everything,” he said. “I have a 
tremendous amount to learn.” 

Harbison said, “Although Warren's not 
slow, his weakness might be his foot speed. 
But he makes good decisions that put him 


in position to make plays. I respect his 
knowledge a great deal. He’s a heady 
ballplayer, a student of the game. He’s a 
good defensive back.” 

The coach added, “Warren is a team 
player and a good person. I like him a lot, 
and I respect him.” 

Last year’s 4-7 record isn’t likely to be for- 
gotten by any of those who were a part of 
it. But Foust points out, “In the time that 
I've been here, Alabama football has been 
successful and Alabama will be successful 
again. Besides, I don’t measure a program 
just by on-the-field wins and losses.” 

Still, Foust wants to do his part to turn 
things around by being one of its leaders in 
his final season. He said he wants the team 
to build on what was accomplished in the 
spring, and to get better by winning one 
game at a time. 


oust is more than just a good athlete. 
At Midwest City High School he was 
valedictorian of his senior class and 


Oklahoma Scholar-Athlete of the Year. He 
has been a three-time Academic All- 
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Southeastern Conference honoree and re- 
cipient of the President's Award for aca- 
demic achievement at last year’s Crimson 
Tide football banquet. 

He earned his bachelor’s degree in Public 
Relations last December and is now work- 
ing on an MBA in marketing. He hopes one 
day to work in athletics administration or 
sports marketing. “I’m business-minded,” 
he said. 

Although he’s from Oklahoma, Foust had 
family ties to Alabama. His father, Bill, was 
from Sheffield. However, that wasn’t the 
reason Foust selected the Crimson Tide. 
“Alabama is just one of those teams you 
look at while growing up,” he said. “Its a 
class organization, tradition-filled, and it’s 
always been important to me to be a part of 
that winning team. His parents no longer 
have that long trip to see Warren play. The 
family moved from Midwest City, 
Oklahoma, to Pensacola Beach, Florida. 

Foust said when his days at Alabama are 
over, “I don’t want to look back and wish 
that | could have worked harder and done 
things differently. I don’t want any regrets.” 
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Chris Edwards: 


Fifth-Year Senior Is In Tide Plans 


by Shane Youngblood 


Linebacker now pain-free 
and anxious to contribute 


C hris Edwards’ dreams of becoming 
the next Joe Montana or John Elway 
were squashed before they even 
began as a freshman at Jess Lanier High 
School in 1990. With hopes of becoming the 
signal caller for the defending 6A state 
champions, it didn’t take long for Edwards 
to pursue an alternate goal after taking a 
long, hard look at the returning depth chart 
for the Purple Tigers. 

The lack of returning muscle on one unit in 
particular was especially grim for Edwards. 
“My whole purpose for moving up to the var- 
sity squad was to play quarterback,” said 
Edwards, who is now a chiseled 6-1, 248- 
pound linebacker for the Crimson Tide. “We 
had won the state championship the year be- 
fore behind an offensive line that averaged 


about 315 pounds per man. The media was 
comparing our line to the ones in the NFL 
and only Minnesota and Washington had a 
bigger front than we did at the time. 

“I figured out pretty quick that I would 
rather be dishing out the hits rather than 
getting knocked around, especially when I 
didn’t have those big hogs blocking for me 
anymore.” 

Eventually, Edwards would grow into a fe- 
rocious middle linebacker for Coach Carrol 
Cox, averaging 15 tackles per game his se- 
nior season and adding eight sacks as the 
Purple Tigers went 7-3 in 1993. Edwards 
also was selected as a member of The 
Birmingham News Super All-State team. 

Unfortunately for the fifth-year senior, in- 
juries have hampered Edwards’ development 
at Alabama and his playing time has been 
limited primarily to special teams. In fact, it 
has taken Edwards four years to rid himself 
of the chronic pain that besieged his shoul- 
der in his freshman year at The University. 

“I got tendonitis in my shoulders real early 
in my career here and | have been fighting 
the pain ever since,” said the consumer sci- 
ence major. “For the first time since my 


= SS ees sa Sif 


freshman year, I feel like a kid again. I have 
been pain-free for several months now and I 
am beginning to reach my potential in the 
weight room as a result.” Edwards is cur- 
rently bench-pressing 385 under the guid- 
ance of strength and conditioning coach 
Terry Jones. 

“Coach Jones has brought a lot of life back 
into the weight program,” said Edwards. 
“All of the guys are in competition in the 
weight room. You don’t want anyone to go 
ahead of you on the weights because that 
means they have that much more of an edge 
on the field. You have guys that are lifting as 
much as they can even on the days that we 
are supposed to take it easy. 

“Because of the competitiveness in the 
weight room, you can actually fool yourself 
into doing things that you wouldn't normal- 
ly think that you could do, It is all because 
of the excitement that Coach Jones has 
brought into the conditioning program.” 


fter looking at a thin linebacker 
As chart that was made even thin- 

ner after the recent loss of senior 
Steve Harris to academic problems, Edwards 
is convinced that his services are needed 
more than ever in 1998, “Losing Steve was 
like having a death in the family,” said 
Edwards. “We came in together in the fresh- 
man class of 1994 and have been tight ever 
since. The linebackers all realize that we 
have to work that much harder to pick up 
the slack.” 

When the Tide lines up in a 3-4 defensive 
set, which may be utilized frequently in the 
fall, it creates the “jack” linebacker position. 
Jack is a hybrid of an outside linebacker/de- 
fensive end which puts a premium on 
strength and speed with the primary respon- 
sibility being containment. Harris manned 
the starting position in the spring, but his 
loss leaves only a handful of candidates left 
to play the position, including Edwards. 
Like the rest of the linebacker spots for the 
Tide, jack has a talented, but thin, talent 
pool to choose from. Edwards will compete 
primarily with junior Clint Waggoner and 
junior college transfer Canary Knight for 
snaps in that role. 

However, according to Tide Defensive 
Coordinator Ellis Johnson, Edwards’ ser- 
vices may be needed in several different 
spots along the linebacking corp. “Our over- 
all lack of depth at linebacker may force us 
to leave Chris on the inside in the 3-4,” 


Chris Edwards came to Alabama with excellent 
credentials as a linebacker, but between being in 
the shadow of more talented players and having 
injuries, most of his play has been on special 
teams. This year he expects to see time on de- 
fense at one of two linebacker positions. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Johnson said. “There is a good chance that 
he will remain a candidate for playing time 
in there as opposed to the jack. We will just 
have to see how things develop. 

“Tam confident in his abilities to play any- 
where we ask him. One of the things he 
brings to the table is his smarts, and that is a 
result of being an experienced player who 
knows the system. He has a good idea of 
what we want to do on defense and his 
knowledge enables him to react to the play 
much faster without having to think about 
where he is going.” 

Edwards agreed with Johnson's assess- 
ment. “If I had to identify the best attribute 
that I bring to the linebacking corp, I sup- 
pose it would be experience,” said Edwards. 
“I can pretty much fill in at any position at 
linebacker. If we run a 4-3, then I will pri- 
marily be used as a middle linebacker. In the 
past, we have gone about 12-deep with our 
linebackers and me and some of the other 
older guys have played in the shadow of 
Dwayne Rudd and Ralph Staten. Now, we 
just don’t have those kind of numbers so we 
all have to do our part to contribute.” 


esides being a jack-of-all-trades at 
Bisence: Edwards will be counted 
on to be a vocal leader of all of the 
special teams in 1998. Edwards will play on 


both kickoff and punt teams in coverage and 
return duties. In fact, his biggest moment at 
Alabama to date occurred during his red- 
shirt freshman year in a game at North 
Carolina State while on special teams. 

“On the very first play that I was in on the 
punt return team, I blocked the punt,” he 
said. “It gave me a lot of confidence that I 
could perform at a higher level. I have been 
close to blocking a punt a few other times, 
and hopefully I can get my hands on a few 
this year to give my team a lift.” 

The biggest task that Edwards may ulti- 
mately face is lighting a fire under a squad 
that is dominated by freshmen and sopho- 
mores. “There is no doubt about it, our 
biggest problem last season was a total lack 
of intensity,” he said. “There came a point 
during last season that things weren't going 
our way and instead of stepping up to the 
plate and accepting the challenge, we just 
laid down. I wish I could have been a bit 
more vocal than | was from the standpoint 
of being an older player. This season, that 
won't be a problem.” 

After a season of being pulled in many dif- 
ferent directions by various outsiders who 
each had a say on how the football program 
should be run, Edwards feels that Head 
Coach Mike DuBose has officially put his 
stamp on the program. “Coach DuBose was 


asking for suggestions last season and a lot 
of people tried to tell him what to do,” ex- 
plained Edwards. “But this season, he is 
doing things the way he feels they should be 
done, whether it be shuffling personnel or 
revamping the offense.” 

As for DuBose’s vow that the offense will 
“open up” this season, Edwards holds a sim- 
ple viewpoint on what has been a widely de- 
bated subject. “It doesn’t matter to me what 
we run, as long as we score points,” said 
Edwards. “Winning is the bottom line and 
whatever means he thinks will help us do 
that, I’m all for it. 

“The press has been negative this off-sea- 

son, but what do they know? There were 
high expectations for us last season and we 
went 4-7. I can’t predict the future, but the 
older guys aren’t going to let us go out on 
the bottom again. It was the school’s tradi- 
tion that made me decide to come here and | 
want to do my part to keep the tradition 
up.” 
Edwards choose Alabama over Nebraska 
despite the presence of his cousin, Dewayne 
Harris, on the Cornhuskers. “Dewayne and | 
played together on the varsity in high school 
when I| was a freshman and he was a senior,” 
said Edwards. “He told me during the re- 
cruiting process to be my own man and to 
make my own decisions, so I chose Bama.” 
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Rhett Crutchfield: 


Fifth-Year 


Walk-on 


Has Made It To Top 


by Austin Dare 


He’s listed number one 
on depth chart at tight end 


he bite of a King Cobra snake is 

painful and deadly. Victims of a 

Cobra strike can suffer for hours as 
the venomous poison travels through the 
blood stream robbing the body of its will 
to live. If an antivenin isn’t administered 
quickly, chances for survival are slim to 
none. 

NCAA sanctions are like the bite of a 
King Cobra to college football teams; they 
are painful to accept, and rob players and 
coaches of an opportunity at post-season 
play. But the most damaging effects of 
NCAA sanctions aren’t felt immediately. 

Like a Cobra’s venom that slowly breaks 
down one’s respiratory and nervous sys- 
tems, the loss of scholarships robs a col- 
lege football team of its depth and makes 
it difficult to continue a tradition of win- 
ning, especially in the Southeastern 
Conference, as Alabama found out in 
1997. 

For college football teams placed on 
NCAA probation, the antivenin is a com- 
bination of exceptional recruiting classes 
and a strong walk-on program that help 
the football team survive during the lean 
years. 

After Alabama's disastrous 4-7 season of 
a year ago, the casual observer might think 
the Crimson Tide needs a life support sys- 
tem, but two consecutive consensus Top 
10 recruiting classes and a strong nucleus 
of invited walk-ons could have the Tide on 
the road to recovery after being stung by 
NCAA sanctions in 1995, 

One of those invited walk-ons who will 


Rhett Crutchfield was a lifelong Alabama fan, 
but when he didn’t get a scholarship offer from 
the Crimson Tide he planned to go elsewhere. 
However, fate led him to walk-on at Bama and 
now he’s expected to start. Barry Fikes Photo 


be counted on to step up and assume a 
leadership role in 1998 is fifth-year senior 
Rhett Crutchfield. 

In fact, the Tide coaching staff has been 
so impressed with the Academic-All SEC 
team member's performance, Alabama 
Head Coach Mike DuBose said at SEC 
Media Days he hoped to offer Crutchfield 
a scholarship for the 1998 season. 

The possibility of a pending scholarship 
offer was welcomed news for Crutchfield, 
who enters fall practice as the starting 
tight end. “I haven't been told officially I'd 
be getting a scholarship, but I hope they 
do offer it to me,” said Crutchfield, who 
caught one pass for nine yards in the sea- 
son-opener against Houston last year as a 
back-up to Rod Rutledge. “It has been one 
of my personal goals to receive a scholar- 
ship and it would really be helpful for my 
parents. 

“In the past, the coaches have waited 
until a week or two into practice before 
announcing who receives a scholarship.” 


hile Crutchfield grew up a 

diehard Alabama fan, there was 

no guarantee the Berry High 
School standout would join the Crimson 
Tide, even though his older brother Rance 
played linebacker for the Tide as a walk- 
on from 1992-1996. In fact, if it hadn’t 
been for a strange twist of fate, Crutchfield 
may very well have ended up at Clemson. 

“I was all set to sign with Clemson until 
they made a coaching change,” said 
Crutchfield, who wasn’t recruited by the 
Crimson Tide out of high school. “I had 
other offers from Tulane and the Naval 
Academy, but they weren’t what I was 
looking for, so I opted to follow my heart 
and walk-on at Alabama.” 

Once he arrived at The Capstone, 
Crutchfield found out that life as an invit- 
ed walk-on was much different from that 
of a scholarshipped player. 

“You have to work so much harder be- 
cause its much more difficult to catch the 
coach’s eye,” Crutchfield said. “They 
(coaches) have invested a lot in the schol- 
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Rhett Crutchfield didn’t let being a non-scholarshipped football player discourage him. He worked 


hard and now he’s expected to have a scholarship for his final season. 


arshipped players so you have to be as 
good or better than them to even get an 
opportunity to show what you can do.” 
Crutchfield said that window of oppor- 
tunity can often be minute and can lead to 
many discouraging moments especially 
with 80-100 walk-ons each year vying for 
the chance to dress out for a varsity game. 
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It is rare for more than five walk-ons to 
dress out for a game, meaning each player 
must make the most of his opportunities. 
“It gets discouraging and frustrating at 
times because you see guys dress out and 
you feel you deserve it more,” said 
Crutchfield. “But you can’t let it get you 
down. You have to keep working hard and 


believing your opportunity will come.” 

Crutchfield said many of the horror sto- 
ries told about life as a walk-on aren't true 
and a walk-ons daily schedule during the 
season is like that of the scholarship play- 
er. “We dress and get taped between 1- 
1:30 p.m., meet from 2:30-4 p.m. and 
practice from 4:15-7 p.m.,”» said 
Crutchfield. 

The most noticeable difference for 
Crutchfield came when the players headed 
for the dining table. While scholarship 
players are required to eat at the dining 
hall, walk-ons can choose to pay to eat at 
the dining hall or fix their own meals. A 
self{—proclaimed “good cook,” Crutchfield 
chose the latter. “I can cook pretty well so 
I've become the team cook,” said 
Crutchfield, “and it can be pretty exhaust- 


ing. 


ince coming to Alabama, cooking 

isn’t the only thing Crutchfield has 

done well. Originally an offensive 
lineman, he made the switch to tight end 
after he realized he wouldn't be able to get 
his weight over 275 pounds, somewhat 
light for an offensive lineman at a major 
college. 

Making the switch to tight end wasn’t 
difficult for Crutchfield from a blocking 
standpoint. All he needed to work on was 
adjusting to catching the football, some- 
thing he had not done since his sopho- 
more year of high school. 

“I was an offensive lineman my junior 
and senior years of high school,” said 
Crutchfield, “but as a sophomore, I was a 
tight end, so making the switch was easy. I 
just had to work on my hands and that 
didn’t take too long.” 

It also didn’t take long for Crutchfield to 
catch the coaches’ eyes and steadily move 
up the depth chart. After spending last 
season as a capable backup to Rutledge, 
Crutchfield was expected to battle Shawn 
Draper for the starting tight end position. 
But Crutchfield was so impressive, the 
coaches decided to move Draper to the de- 
fensive side of the ball where he could 
provide some much needed depth. 

That leaves Crutchfield as the starter 
and redshirt freshman Joe Yount and true 
freshman Terry Jones, Jr. to battle for the 
backup position. 

“I really feel the coaches have confi- 
dence in me,” said Crutchfield. “Joe came 
along really well in the spring and | think 
Terry can come in and help us right away 
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providing some much needed depth at the 
position.” 

Depth and a sudden lack of confidence 
are two of the reasons Crutchfield believes 
the Crimson Tide slipped to a dismal 4-7 
mark in 1997. “There was no question our 
starting units were as talented as any team 
we faced,” said Crutchfield, who now 
packs 250 pounds of muscle on his 6-3 
frame. “Depth was a big problem and we 
compounded that by losing confidence 
once we lost a couple of games and every- 
thing just snowballed. There were a lot of 
games I felt we should have won last year. 
I certainly don’t think anyone could have 
predicted how far we fell last season.” 

While depth is still a concern in 1998, a 
stellar crop of freshman recruits, new 
coaches and a fresh approach on the offen- 
sive side of the ball should help boost the 
Tide’s confidence level and its record. 

“We've got a lot of freshmen who can 
come in, step up and help us this season,” 
said Crutchfield, as some of those very 
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same freshmen nervously walked around 
the Alabama athletic complex. “I really 
like the new offense because it combines 
the good things we did last year and lets 
us get the ball to the right people. I guess 
you could call it a ‘West Coast-type of- 
fense’ that tries to control the ball and 
keep the defense off the field.” 

With spring practice a distant memory 
and the 1998 season steadily approaching, 
Crutchfield, a recent Health Care 
Management graduate who began work on 
his MBA in marketing this semester, 
thinks Alabama will surprise some people 
this year. “Everyone seems to be discount- 
ing us this season,” Crutchfield said, “and 
that's good because there won't be that 
much pressure on us. Last season and all 
the predictions regarding how bad we will 
be this year will help to motivate us this 
season.” 

Crutchfield knows his chances of play- 
ing in the NFL are a long-shot at best 
when his playing days are over. That’s why 


he placed heavy emphasis on his aca- 
demics and hopes to land a job in the 
pharmaceutical sales industry after receiv- 
ing his MBA. 

For Crutchfield, 1998 offers that small 
window of opportunity he spoke about 
earlier to step up and make a contribution. 
As fall practice begins, Crutchfield has no 
illusions of grandeur regarding personal 
glory. He knows his responsibilities in Neil 
Callaway’s offense are to pass block, run 
block and catch passes as a safety-valve re- 
ceiver. 

“The one thing you will see us do this 
year is take advantage of our play-makers 
and get the football to them,” said 
Crutchfield, who relishes the role as the 
ultimate team player. “We'll spread it out 
more and stretch the defense, something 
we didn’t do last year. 

“My job is to open up holes and protect 
the quarterback and catch passes when 
they need me to.” And, he said, as a se- 
nior, he hopes to provide leadership. 
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Prep Prospects: 
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The Big News In Alabama Is Big Men 


by James Edwards 


Recruiters will be working 
to land tight ends, linemen 
and linebackers this year 


rdinarily, the young men considered 
Or top high school football 

prospects in Alabama are the men 
who grab the headlines with their gaudy 
statistics, the so-called skill position players. 
The big men who do the dirty work up front 
have, for the most part, taken a back seat in 
popularity to the scatbacks and wide re- 
ceivers and quarterbacks. 

Not this year. 

The state has a large number of linemen, 
offensive and defensive specialists, and a 
reasonable number of linebackers and a few 
tight ends. Our first look at top high school 
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(plus $5.50 shipping 
and handling) 


football prospects is a look at the big men, 
the linemen, linebackers and tight ends. 
These categories also contain seven players 
who are considered to be among the top 10 
prospects in the state this year. 

As always, it should be pointed out that 
this is not a recruiting list of The University 
of Alabama. Bama is certainly recruiting 
some of these, but may be involved with 
some not on this list. These are the 
prospects most frequently mentioned by the 
state's newspapers and by various recruiting 
services. 


Tees are three tight end prospects who 
stand out. Each has good size, block- 
ing skills, and very good hands. Our 
first category of big men is the tight ends. 
Prospects are listed in alphabetical order. 
Clay Cleveland is a 6-4, 240-pounder from 
Daphne who has 4.7-second speed in the 
40-yard dash. He is the state’s number two 
tight end prospect, He is considered to be a 
great blocker with better than average speed. 
Last year he had around 300 yards receiving 
with one touchdown. He is versatile enough 
to play several positions, and is a baseball 
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prospect as well. His father is an assistant 
football coach at Daphne. He has a good 
weightroom work ethic and has added 30 
pounds and increased his speed. He bench 
presses 350 and is fully qualified. He's con- 
sidering Alabama along with Auburn, FSU, 
Kentucky, LSU, and Mississippi State. 

Lennie Day (6-3, 232, 4.8) of Mobile 
Baker is the state's third best tight end and a 
player that doesn’t get his just due. He was 
all-state as a junior for a team that went 0- 
10. He graded over 90 per cent as a blocker, 
plus he caught 28 passes for 321 yards and 
one touchdown. He is getting looks from 
Georgia Tech, Alabama, Kentucky, 
Mississippi State, and Tennessee. 

Robert Johnson (6-5, 250, 4.65) of 
Montgomery Jeff Davis, ranked as high as 
the state's fifth-best player overall, is the top 
tight end prospect in Alabama. He has all 
the tools on the football field, but has some 
work to do academically. He has committed 
to Auburn. 

Other tight ends in Alabama who may end 
up on recruiting lists later this fall include 
Brett Bucher (6-5, 245, 4.75), Huntsville 
Lee; James Byner (6-2, 230, 4.8), 
Birmingham John Carroll; Jeremy Logan (6- 
4, 220, 4.7), Gardendale; Dwayne Major (6- 
4, 225, 4.7), Thomasville; and Heat Owen 
(6-4, 240, 4.75), Fort Payne. 


he linebacking corps within the bor- 
l ders this year is abundant. No fewer 
than 11 are considered likely Division 

I prospects in the pre-season. They include: 

Matthew Forester 6-2, 213, would be con- 
sidered a “sleeper” were in not for certain 
circumstances. He plays at Briarcrest in 
Birmingham and he runs only a 4.82 40- 
yard dash. But he was a Super All-Metro se- 
lection as a junior after an incredible season 
that saw him involved in 227 tackles. He 
comes from great bloodlines. His father 
played at Ole Miss and his grandfather 
played at SMU and in the NFL for the Green 
Bay Packers, and both were linebackers. He 
is a true leader who should have no problem 
qualifying. He is considering the likes of 
Alabama, Tennessee, Auburn, Ole Miss, 
UAB, Vanderbilt, Georgia Tech, and 
Stanford. 

Chad Gaines (6-3, 230, 4.6) was Class 1A 
Offensive Player of the Year for Sweet Water 
last season as he rushed for 2,248 yards and 
31 touchdowns. However, most colleges feel 
he is destined to be a linebacker. He benches 
340 and squats 495 and should qualify. His 
list contains Auburn, Alabama, Mississippi 
State, Southern Miss, and UAB. 

Jonathan Harrell (6-2, 215, 4.6) of 
Montgomery Lee is listed by some as a 
sleeper, but he’s a good player in an excel- 
lent program. He's interested in Auburn, 
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Alabama, Georgia, Georgia Tech, and UAB 

Cotra Jackson (6-0, 210, 4.5) of 
Birmingham West End is both a running 
back and linebacker, but his college future is 
believed to be on defense. He led his team 
into the state playoffs last year as he had 99 
tackles, seven sacks and a pass interception. 
He is academically qualified. He is consider- 
ing Alabama, FSU, Tennessee, Auburn, and 
Vanderbilt. 

Carlos James (6-1, 220, 4.6) rushed for 
over 2,700 yards for Demopolis last year, 
but he is considered a true linebacker. On 
defense last year he had 80 tackles. He must 
still qualify. If he does look for him to 
choose from the likes of Alabama, Auburn, 
Ole Miss, Mississippi State, and UAB. 

Eric Manzie (6-1, 205, 4.45) of Camden is 
another of those two-way players who is ex- 
pected to be a linebacker. Last year he had 
66 tackles and two interceptions, while as a 
fullback he rushed for 659 yards and seven 
touchdowns. He is very strong and will 
qualify. His college choices consist of 
Alabama, Auburn, Southern Mississippi, 
UAB, Ole Miss, and Mississippi State. 

William Orr (6-2, 245, 4.7) of Aliceville is 
one of the biggest hitters in the state and a 
player who has been very consistent over his 
prep career. He has averaged 120 tackles per 
season each of the past three years. He lists 
Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, Tennessee, and 
Mississippi State. 

Saleem Rasheed (6-3, 217, 4.42) of Shades 
Valley is listed as high as the number three 
prospect in the state, and some think he 
might go a spot or two higher before the end 
of the season. He is easily the top-rated 
linebacker in the state and will rank ex- 
tremely high nationally. He has great speed, 
a terrific frame, and versatility that allows 
him to be a complete player. He had 140 
tackles, 14 tackles for losses, and two 
caused fumbles. He is the brother of former 
Alabama Mr. Football, Dawud Rasheed, who 
is the starting fullback for Duke. He has 
great work habits and very good strength. 
He is easily qualified. He will choose from 
the likes of Alabama, Notre Dame, Georgia 
Tech, Florida, Auburn, and FSU. 

Jeremiah Rogers (6-2, 215, 4.6) of 
Homewood is a consistent player and the 
leader of a good defensive team. He has 
good football sense and is a very hard hitter. 
He has averaged 8-10 tackles per game. He 
is being looked at by UAB, Vanderbilt, 
Georgia Tech, Southern Mississippi, Troy 
State, and Ole Miss. 

James Talley (6-3, 225, 4.6) is a small 
school player with big talent. Last year for 
Verbena he totaled 92 tackles and 19 sacks 
and should be one of the hottest prospect 
this year. However, because of academics his 
first college stop is expected to be at a junior 
college. 

Dewayne White (6-3, 230, 4.7) of 
Marbury is probably the state’s best kept se- 
cret and could be the biggest surprise in the 
South. He stood out as a freshman and 
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Kenny King 


sophomore before giving up football and 
concentrating on basketball as a junior. He 
has a new coach who has inspired him to 
play football again and he plans to make the 
most of his opportunity. His athletic ability 
is second to none, and he is already quali- 
fied. He may grow into a defensive end. He's 
interested in Alabama, UCLA, North 
Carolina State, Tennessee, Vanderbilt, and 
Auburn. 

Others who could be the focus of recruit- 
ing battles later this year and into 1999 are: 

Jeremiah Averette (6-3, 245, 4.75), 
Sylacauga; C.J. Boyd (6-3, 200, 4.6), 
Alexandria; Jerry Carr (6-1, 215, 4.6), 
Anniston; Brandon Johnson (6-0, 215, 4.5), 
Bayou La Batre Bryant; Eric Johnson (6-1, 
210, 4.6), Calera; David Murphy (6-3, 225, 
4.7) Brewton WSS. Neal; Tabyron Nettles (6- 
1, 229, 4.68), Mobile Murphy; Terrell Paul 
(6-3, 210, 4.83), Charles Henderson of Troy; 
Michael Sims (6-2, 215, 4.6), Brewton WS. 
Neal; and Jeremy Watson (6-3, 208, 4.8), 
Frisco City. 


he position providing most of the 

| players expected to be recruited in 

Alabama this year is the offensive line. 

No fewer than 14 men playing in the offen- 

sive front are considered major college 
prospects. They are: 

Josh Billue (6-4, 300, 5.25) has started 
every game the past two years for 
Guntersville. He graded 80 per cent block- 
ing efficiency as a junior. He has camped at 
Penn State and Georgia. He is getting atten- 
tion from Georgia, Alabama, Auburn, Penn 


State, Florida, Georgia Tech, Kentucky, 
Northwestern, Arkansas, and Southern 
Mississippi. 

Justin Coleman (6-5, 315, 5.1) of 
Demopolis doesn’t have the big reputation in 
the recruiting publications, but his accom- 
plishments are big. He started the past two 
seasons and hasn't allowed a sack in either 
season. He is a great run blocker and is the 
premiere lineman on a team that had a back 
that rushed for over 1,000 yards. He bench- 
es 315 and is already qualified. He likes 
Alabama, but is also considering North 
Carolina, Georgia Tech, Vanderbilt, Florida, 
FSU, and Auburn. 

Monreko Crittenden (6-5, 310, 5.1) of 
Montgomery St. Jude is a 1A player who is 
much too good for the competition he faces. 
Last year he registered 38 pancake blocks. 
He also is a defensive lineman who had 125 
tackles and six sacks as a junior. He could 
be ranked among the state's top 10 players 
by season's end. He benches 365, and carries 
a 2.9 grade point average. He says that 
Alabama, Auburn, South Carolina, Georgia, 
and Kentucky are his top five. 

Dante Ellington (6-6, 285, 5.0) of 
Leighton Colbert County is ranked as high 
as the fourth best player in the state and is 
considered one of the top offensive linemen 
in the South. He has agility, size, technique, 
a wide stance, and aggressiveness. His 
coach, Jimmy Moore, coached superstar 
lineman Walter Jones ( Aliceville, FSU, 
Seattle Seahawks) in high school and he said 
that Dante compares favorably to Jones. 
Ellington is on track to qualify and should 
make it. He is being sought after by every- 
one nationally but the Southern 
schools—Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Georgia-are the leaders. 

Alonzo Ephraim (6-3, 272, 4.7) of 
Birmingham Wenonah is listed as the state's 
top center. He has good speed and is an ex- 
cellent blocker. He had 15 sacks on defense 
last year. He has been ranked as high as the 
state’s fifth best prospect. He is looking 
heavily at Alabama, as well as Kentucky, 
Georgia Tech, Tennessee, Nebraska, FSU, 
and Florida. 

Steve Goula (6-6, 275, 5.4) of Mobile 
McGill-Toolen is a solid lineman despite rel- 
atively poor speed. However, he was selected 
the top offensive lineman at Auburn’s sum- 
mer football camp and he committed to 
them early. 

Blake Jones (6-4, 270, 5.1) of Athens has 
shown vast improvement on the football 
field and in the weight room over the past 
couple of years. He is very quick off the 
football. He is easily qualified. He being 
watched by Vanderbilt, Georgia Tech, 
Alabama, Penn State, and Ole Miss. 

Daryl Lewis (6-4, 345, 5.4) of Tuscaloosa 
Central is a mammoth offensive guard who 
is built like many of the professional wide 
bodies. He is quick off the line and he plays 
mean. He goes head to head with Robert 
Branch in practice and that makes both 
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players better. He is eligible. He lists 
Alabama as his favorite with Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, Auburn, and UAB in the 
running. 

Matt Lomax (6-5, 295, 5.1) of Mobile 
UMS-Wright has been ranked as high as the 
number two player in the state. He was con- 
sidered a nice prospect prior to this summer, 
and he improved his stock dramatically with 
good showings at football summer camps at 
Alabama, Tennessee, Clemson, and 
Michigan. Word has it he has at least 15 
scholarship offers. He had 36 pancake 
blocks for a powerful program that is in the 
running for the state crown every year. He 
graded 91.6 per cent blocking efficiency as a 
junior. Alabama leads the likes of Auburn, 
Michigan, Notre Dame, Virginia, Nebraska, 
Clemson, Stanford, Tennessee, Georgia 
Tech, and Kentucky. 

Kenneth Ogletree (6-3, 275, 4.9) of 
Birmingham Ensley has overcome the prob- 
lem of playing for a team that went 1-9 last 
season. He has tremendous leg strength. He 
squats an amazing 700 pounds. He is the 
state shot put champion this year after fin- 
ishing second to Marvin Constant in 1997. 
He is academically set. He is looking at 
Auburn, Alabama, Nebraska, Clemson, 
Vanderbilt, Ole Miss, Georgia Tech, and 
UAB. 

Kendall Paige (6-4, 270, 5.0) of 
Greensboro took over as a starter midway 
through last season on a team that finished 
second in the state in 4A. He has good foot- 
ball qualifications, but academics will proba- 
bly force him to play in a junior college the 
next couple of years. 

Troy Ragland (6-4, 260, 4.9) of Huntsville 
J.O. Johnson was over-shadowed by team- 
mate and Tennessee signee Rashad Moore 
last year. He can play every position on the 
offensive front and some believe he will be a 
center because of his speed and quickness. 
He is already a long snapper who is a good 
coverage man. He is considering Alabama, 
Georgia Tech, Kentucky, Tennessee, FSU, 
and Auburn. 

Ryan Ray (6-5, 258, 5.35) of Montgomery 
Trinity Presbyterian has a good frame, but 
will have to have an excellent senior season 
against moderate competition to become a 
hot prospect. He plays both offensive tackle 
and defensive end. He had 64 tackles, four 
sacks, four tackles for loss, and one inter- 
ception last year, but is projected as an of- 
fensive tackle. He was all-state and all-con- 
ference as a junior. He camped at Auburn 
and Troy State. He’s being looked at by 
Auburn, Alabama, Georgia Tech, Southern 
Mississippi, Tulane, Mississippi State, Ole 
Miss, and Troy State. 

Randall Shoultz (6-5, 285, 5.3) of Jackson 
works hard and gets better every time he 
goes on the field. He graded 88 per cent 
blocking efficiency as a junior. He benches 
400 and squats 560. Academics are in order. 
He will choose from the likes of Alabama, 
Auburn, Tennessee, Southern Mississippi, 
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Florida, Georgia Tech, and Mississippi State. 

Other senior offensive linemen who will 
be considered are: 

Frank Anderson (6-5, 260, 5.1), Mountain 
Brook; Matt Bailey (6-4, 285, 5.1), 
Somerville Brewer; Randy Brown (6-4, 310, 
5.1), Tuscaloosa County; Rodreke Carr (6-5, 
275, 5.1), Anniston; Larry Coachman (6-1, 
340, 5.25), Cottonwood; Brent Colee (6-3, 
290, 5.3), Hartselle; Andy Craven (6-4, 255, 
5.1), Pleasant Valley; Elliott Gilmore (6-1, 
285, 5.4), Montgomery Jeff Davis; Kevin 
Harris (6-4, 275, 4.8), Jacksonville; Bo 
Hines (6-3, 275, 4.9), Tuscaloosa Central; 
Mitchell Hughes (6-5, 285, 5.1) Atmore 
Escambia County; Jim Isaminger (6-3, 260, 
5.0), Hoover; Fred Jones (6-4, 330, 5.4), 
Greenville; Jason Mitchell (6-4, 255, 5.1), 
Moulton Lawrence County; Eric Moody (6- 
3, 300, 5.2) Mobile McGill-Toolen; Chris 
Moses (6-2, 280, 5.0), Luverne Crenshaw 
Christian; Emilio Niglio (6-3, 290, 5.3), 
Dothan; Byron Rembert (6-5, 295, 5.1), 
Birmingham West End; Alvin Richardson (6- 
3, 290, 5.2), Mobile McGill-Toolen; Paul 
Roberts (6-2, 285, 4.9), Mobile LeFlore; 
Shane Tillerson (6-3, 291, 5.2), Prattville 
Autauga Academy; Artavious Williams (6-4, 
335, 5.5), Montgomery Sidney Lanier; Lou 
Willis (6-2, 305, 5.2), Bessemer Jess Lanier; 
Ronald Wilson (6-3, 265, 5.0), Prichard 
Vigor; and Kenny Woodall (6-4, 260, 5.3), 
Hazel Green. 


he defensive front features two play- 

| ers considered by many to be the top 

two performers in the state this year 

and the two, both from the Mobile area, 

have a number of similarities. However, 

Kenny King and DeMarco McNeil are only 

two of six defensive linemen considered 

major college prospects this year. The six 
are: 

Robert Branch (6-2, 310, 4.9) of 
Tuscaloosa Central, a nose tackle who is 
considered the epitome of the impact run- 
stuffer. He has the strength and quickness to 
play in the middle. Last year he had 97 tack- 
les and 10 sacks. He has a chance to qualify 
and if he does look for him to be an instant 
producer in college. He benches 420, and 
power cleans 310. He is interested in 
Alabama, Ole Miss, LSU, FSU, and Florida. 

Daniel Green (6-4, 250, 5.0) of Verbena is 
a two-way lineman some feel will be an of- 
fensive lineman in college. However, he has 
impressive defensive statistics, too, having 
racked up 95 tackles and two sacks as a ju- 
nior en route to earning all-state. He camped 
at Auburn and Georgia Tech. He benches 
350 and is academically set for the next 
level. He is looking at Auburn, Georgia 
Tech, Alabama, Southern Mississippi, and 
UAB. 

Atlas Herrion (6-4, 255, 4.8) of Daphne 
has been best-known as an offensive tackle, 
but he has everything college scouts are 
looking for in a defensive end. There is no 
doubt that going against Kenny King in 


practice each day has made Herrion a 
stronger and better football player. He plans 
to take a look at Tennessee, Alabama, 
Auburn, Mississippi State, and Southern 
Mississippi. 

Kenny King (6-3, 272, 4.8) of Daphne is 
coached by Steve Savarese, who compares 
King favorably to two others Savarese has 
coached, Cornelius Bennett and Terrell 
Owens. King has great strength and speed 
and was ranked the state’s number one 
prospect by the Tuscaloosa News. He had 
over 100 tackles as a junior. He has finished 
in the top three in the shot put the last two 
years. He benches over 400, dead lifts 675, 
and is fully qualified academically. He has 
camped at Alabama and Bama is considered 
to be the leader. Also under consideration 
are FSU, Florida, Ohio State, Notre Dame, 
Auburn, Tennessee, Michigan, Penn State, 
LSU, Nebraska, Georgia, Clemson, 
Kentucky, and Mississippi State. 

DeMarco McNeil (6-2, 295, 4.9) of 
Prichard Blount is considered by many to be 
the top prospect in Alabama and, perhaps, 
the top defensive line prospect in the South. 
As a junior he posted 183 tackles and 16 
sacks. He plays big in big games and that 
was evident by his 10 tackles and three 
sacks in last years state championship game 
when he was named the MVP. He benches 
375 and is academically qualified. His list 
consists of Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee, 
Florida, Georgia, FSU, LSU, Georgia Tech, 
Mississippi State, and Ole Miss. 

Courtney Steele (6-2, 260, 4.7) of 
Tuscaloosa County in Northport was one of 
the leaders last year as Tuscaloosa County 
won the Class 6A state championship. As a 
junior he was a linebacker, but this year he 
is on the defensive front for the team picked 
to repeat as champion. Last year he had 80 
tackles, six sacks, and two interceptions. He 
benches 325. He has work to do academical- 
ly. He is interested in Alabama, Ole Miss, 
Auburn, Southern Mississippi, LSU, UAB, 
and Tulane. 

Other defensive linemen in the state who 
have been mentioned as potential top 
prospects are: 

Brett Beard (6-3, 275, 4.9), Vestavia Hills; 
Ted Beil (6-3, 300, 4.9), Bayou La Batre 
Bryant; Lavar Bell (6-4, 220, 4.75), Prichard 
Vigor; Brent Bolar (6-4, 230, 4.8), Mobile 
McGill-Toolen; Corey Burns (6-4, 240, 4.8), 
Sylacauga B.B. Comer; Jayson Cassino (6-2, 
264, 4.93), Mobile Murphy; Amariah 
Farrow (6-5, 295, 5.1), Clanton Chilton 
County; Grady Fuller (6-5, 305, 5.1), 
Hartford Geneva County; Derrick Hood (6- 
0, 310, 5.0), Town Creek Hazlewood; Torie 
Jeffries (6-5, 250, 4.85), Leighton Colbert 
County; Bill Lolley (6-4, 246, 4.92), Hewitt- 
Trussville; Kevin Moore (6-4, 280, 5.0), 
Greenville; Mike Shuler (6-3, 260, 4.9), 
Ohatchee; Michael Simonetti (6-2, 265, 4.9), 
Pleasant Grove; Travis Smith (6-3, 240, 4.8), 
Montevallo; and Michael Spellman (6-3, 
275, 4.9) Tuscaloosa County of Northport. 


23 


NCAA Investigating Basketball 


by Kirk McNair 


It’s safe bet that Alabama 
will take inquiry seriously 


s an attorney, Truman Hobbs, Jr., al- 
A= certainly knows that what is cor- 

rect is not always the outcome. 
Nevertheless, he is hopeful that doing the 
right thing will prove to pay dividends for his 
alma mater. 

Hobbs was one of two attorneys, graduates 
and supporters of Alabama, who were al- 
legedly approached by former Alabama 
Assistant Basketball Coach Tyrone Beaman 
seeking funds to be used in recruiting. Hobbs 
and Charley Stakely, along with Willie Jones, 
director of the YMCA in Montgomery, met 
Beaman for lunch. The NCAA alleges that 
Beaman told them that in order to secure the 
commitment of junior basketball star Antonio 
Falu of Waltrip High School in Houston, 
Beaman needed $5,000 to give to Falu’s high 
school coach. 

Hobbs, who is not related to former Head 
Coach David Hobbs, said, “Because the con- 
versation at lunch was believed to be inappro- 
priate and because the possibility that an 
NCAA rules violation might occur, University 
officials were contacted. The Athletics 
Department immediately asked for and re- 
ceived my cooperation in conducting a thor- 
ough investigation. 

“Since alumni and boosters of The 
University reported a potential problem, in- 
stead of causing the problem as is usually the 
case at other schools, I would hope that the 
NCAA would send the message that if alumni 
come forward in an effort to prevent an in- 
fraction from occurring, their school will not 
be punished.” 

That's not going to happen. Even if The 
University is ultimately absolved of any guilt 
for the actions of one of its employees, new 
Head Coach Mark Gottfried is threatened 
with a heavy price. September is a month in 
which basketball coaches can be in the homes 
of prospects and prospects will be on college 
campuses for official and unofficial visits in 
September and October in preparation for the 
early signing period, which begins November 
11. This situation will be ammunition for 
schools recruiting against Alabama and puts 
Tide coaches on the defensive. Additionally, 
Gottfried has been ordered to appear when 
The University faces the Infractions 
Committee during its November 13-15 meet- 
ing in Kansas City. Alabama will be opening 
the season at Ohio State November 15. The 
NCAAs explanation for having an appearance 
from Gottfried, who was not at Alabama at 
the time of the alleged incident, is so that he 
will understand the process and be able to ex- 
plain it when he addresses alumni, etc. 
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he specific violations alleged against 

| The University are that Beaman acted 

in an unethical manner in seeking 

money for illegal recruiting purposes and in 

providing false or misleading information in 

subsequent investigation by The University 
into the matter. 

Faculty Chairman of Athletics Gene Marsh 
spoke for The University at the disclosure of 
the receipt of the letter of official inquiry 
from the NCAA on August 21. Marsh said, 
“We have been accused of being over-cau- 
tious (when it comes to NCAA matters), but 
this letter proves this was a serious matter.” 

There is no disputing the fact that Alabama 
officials acted quickly and decisively and, ap- 
parently, properly. But, as Marsh said, it is 
likely every school receiving a letter of official 
inquiry has made the same claim. However, 
he said Bama’s previous brush with NCAA 
Infractions Committee justice had taught The 
University there was nothing to be gained by 
holding back anything. He said the NCAA 
and the Southeastern Conference had been 
notified immediately and advice had been so- 
licited from both. He said that Marie Robbins, 
the associate athletics director with responsi- 
bility for compliance, had done the bulk of 
the work in preparing the notification to the 
NCAA. He described Robbins as “nationally- 
prominent” in her area. 

Marsh added, “The NCAA has had no prob- 
lem with our speed or our thoroughness.” He 
also noted that the preliminary inquiry re- 
vealed no area beyond that which The 
University self-reported earlier this year, that 
being the allegation against Beaman. There 
was no suggestion of the dreaded “lack of in- 
stitutional control” accusation. 

However, Alabama officials must be wary 
because in its only other episode with the 
NCAA Infractions Committee, The University 
was charged, tried and convicted in one fell 
swoop with no knowledge of the primary in- 
fraction. Later the NCAA had to apologize 
and rescind that charge, and not on technical 
grounds but because it was wrong, but that 
didn’t change the damage done to Alabama. 

And that brings up a familiar name. 
University of Oklahoma Law Professor David 
Swank, who masterminded the bungle of the 
Alabama case in the mid-1990s, is still chair- 
man of the NCAA Infractions Committee. 
Asked if The University would request that 
Swank recuse himself in this case, Marsh said 
that Alabama officials were “not thinking in 
those terms.” The concern is that Swank 
could be bitter at Alabama for his own short- 
comings being brought to light in the case 
against The University. Since the Infractions 
Committee is judge and jury, it would not be 
in Alabama’ best interest to have a vindictive 
chairman on that committee. 


Bes: who has been reported to be liv- 


ing in Houston, has also been offered 
the opportunity to respond to allega- 
tions. He has also been warned that if he is 


found to have been guilty of NCAA viola- 
tions, disciplinary action may be taken 
against him. 

There is a school of thought that the NCAA 
doesn’t want Alabama, that it wants Beaman. 
However, that kind of thinking can lead to 
chilling disappointment. The NCAA letter 
called the situation “major” and noted that 
the summary-disposition procedure, whereby 
a school self-penalizes, and which is allowed 
in certain situations “does not appear applica- 
ble.” The reason for that is that Alabama is 
still in the five-year window of its previous 
NCAA probation. 

Both Marsh and Gottfried (in a written 
statement) expressed the hope that The 
University would avoid penalty. 

Marsh said that the letter of official inquiry 
“was not a surprise.” He termed the docu- 
ment something of a “form letter.” 

The Faculty Chairman of Athletics, who is a 
professor in Alabama's School of Law, had 
praise for Montgomery attorneys Stakely and 
Hobbs. “The two individuals who made the 
call to us are to be commended,” he said. 
“They did the right thing. I think that’s the way 
the system should work.” Theoretically, their 
actions should be commended by the NCAA. 

Goutlried said, “My understanding is that 
the focus of the inquiry is on an individual 
who is no longer associated with The 
University. | am confident that this situation 
will be resolved in an appropriate and timely 
manner. During this entire process, The 
University has been extremely cooperative 
with the NCAA.” 

There have been published reports that 
Beaman’s attorney, Richard Gerakitis of 
Atlanta, has put forth a conspiracy theory, 
that Beaman was “set up” in order to facilitate 
the firing of David Hobbs. Beaman was sus- 
pended January 28 by Athletics Director Bob 
Bockrath after Bockrath, Marsh and Robbins 
interrogated Beaman about the alleged inci- 
dent in Montgomery. On February 2, 
Bockrath announced that Hobbs would be 
fired effective the end of the season. At the 
time he said the Beaman incident had nothing 
to do with the firing. Beaman was reinstated 
to the coaching staff later that season, but 
prohibited from recruiting activity, and at the 
end of the season Beaman was released along 
with Hobbs. 

Marsh said, “I think the receipt of this letter 
indicates this matter was serious to us and se- 
rious to the NCAA. It doesn't suggest any 
kind of orchestration.” 

The NCAA has interviewed Beaman, but 
Alabama officials have not yet been provided 
that transcript. The University will have that 
transcript as it prepares its response to the 
NCAA Letter of Official Inquiry. The 
University must respond by September 28. 

While Marsh said, “I don’t concede there is 
any penalty (against Alabama) coming down 
the road,” he also conceded that a worst-case 
scenario would have Alabama's basketball 
program facing harsh penalties. 
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Soccer Outlook: 


MGR a ed ee et 


Looking At The Tide “On Paper” 


by Donna Fromme 


Because of substantial losses outlook might be bad, but newcomers are impressive 


hile a 25th year marks a silver 
anniversary and the 50th year is 
golden, a fifth-year anniversary 


is celebrated with wood. But as Don Staley 
approaches his fifth season as head women’s 
soccer coach at Alabama, it looks more like 
a paper anniversary. That’s because, “on 
paper,” the cupboard is bare. 

Alabama lost nine players from its 1997 
squad. Most of them were the veteran play- 
ers who were there for Staley in 1994 when 
Alabama fielded its first soccer team. Five of 
those players were crucial in Alabama's suc- 
cess. Foremost was the loss of the team’s 
goalkeeper, Carrie Warner. Warner, who 
transferred to South Carolina, was a first 
team All-Southeastern Conference and was 
voted to the All-SEC tournament team as 
well, showing just how respectful coaches 
were of her play and her worth. 

Finished is the Alabama career of All-SEC 
forward Jennifer Carle, who scored 24 goals 
during her four-year Alabama career. Gone 
is sweeper Nellie Barnes, a two-time All- 
Central Region third team pick and a 1997 
All-SEC Tournament team member. Bama’s 
all-time leader in goals and points scored, 
forward Ashley Kirkland, also bowed out, as 
did the team’s two-time Most Valuable 
Defensive Player Nikki Kubiszyn. 

Staley has 10 unproven players, all fresh- 
men, working to fill the shoes of those who 
have gone. 

But Staley isn’t letting a little thing like 
collegiate inexperience worry him. He 
knows he has the backing of seven returning 
starters and the wisdom of a man beyond 
his 39 years of life. He has taken the nega- 
tive and made it a positive. 

“Losing nine seniors and an all-conference 
goalkeeper, we lose a lot of on the field ma- 
turity and game experience,” said Staley. 
“Having been through four years of SEC 
competition and competition against nation- 
ally ranked opponents gives a team a 
tremendous advantage. Although it’s diffi- 
cult to replace that experience, we attempt- 
ed to replace those nine players with an ex- 
tremely qualified group of highly-touted re- 
cruits. So, while we lose a great deal of expe- 
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Don Staley 


rience, we replenish it with extremely high- 
level, technically-sound, and tactically- 
aware players. They've all competed at the 
highest level, whether it be in Olympic 
Development Programs or high-level club 
programs. 

“That's a challenge that we face, trying to 
merge these new ones with the returning 
players, and, quickly educating them on the 
difference between club soccer and Division 
I soccer. We don’t have the luxury of sitting 
them down. We're going to have to throw 
some of them right in. And although you 
never know how it’s going to turn out until 
you actually see them in competition, this is 
a group, on paper, that I’m comfortable with 
to face that challenge. This group is the 
most fit that I've ever had report to camp.” 


“Lass the losses gave a hit to 
Alabama’s returning talent level, 
power is still on Alabama's side. On 
paper, Staley believes his 1998 freshman 
group is the strongest recruiting class he’s 
ever had, and there is strength in numbers 
with the return of the seven starters and five 
other letterwinners. Alabama finished 14-6 


overall and 7-1 in conference play to win the 
SECs West in 1997. 

Goalkeeper is a prime example of where a 
freshman can make an immediate impact. 
England’s Rachel Brown, without having 
stepped on campus for the first practice, was 
already the heir apparent to replace Warner. 
Brown plays for England's national team. 
She brings international experience and ex- 
perience under pressure, the result of having 
played in events at the level of World Cup 
qualifying matches. 

“The departure of Carrie Warner was se- 
vere,” said Staley of the transfer. “It severely 
affected our defense and, as far as recruiting 
is concerned, it couldn't have happened at a 
more inopportune time. The recruiting sea- 
son was over. However, going overseas and 
signing the number two national team goal- 
keeper for England has definitely helped in 
replacement. | think Rachel will bring a 
tremendous amount of experience at the 
highest level. And after watching her play in 
our preseason practices, I feel that she’s 
probably the most tactically sound of the 
goalkeepers I've ever had. She sees the field 
very well. Last but not least, she’s taller than 
the two former goalkeepers we've had and is 
probably physically more gifted as well. 
Now that’s high praise considering that 
we've had the all-conference goalkeeper 
three out of the last four years, and the other 
year we had the second team all-conference 
goalkeeper. Goalkeeping has been a strong 
suit at Alabama, and it looks like Rachel will 
continue that tradition.” 

And then there are the others. Alabama's 
freshman class combined for 479 goals, 371 
assists and 1,329 points during their prep 
careers. That averages out to 68 goals and 53 
assists per player. Krissy Wisse, a forward 
from Pennsylvania, scored 133 of those 
goals. And Birmingham native Ashley 
Deaton’s statistics included 87 assists at 
Briarwood Christian. 


mong those returning starters are se- 
A«= Leah Formby, Christine Miller 
and Tricia Pappalardo. Formby 
scored 10 goals for Alabama last season, 
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Melissa McGee was a top performer for the Alabama soccer team last year as a freshman and she is ex- 


pected to assume a starting role this season, 


teaming with sophomore Melissa McGee to 
account for 30 percent of Alabama's scoring 
last year. McGee contributed 11 goals and 
three assists as a freshman. Staley believes 
Alabama's strength will be in the middle. 
Three starters, including Formby, Amanda 
Lewis and Kathleen Foody, anchor that area 
for the Tide. They are backed by returning 
lettermen Nellie O’Connor, Laura Reddin 
and Tracey Timmerman and will be setting 
the example for newcomers Kathleen 
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Motheral, Ellen Sanders and Ashley Deaton, 
who Staley believes should see playing time 
as well. 

Miller will again be key as she has for the 
Tide since she arrived four years ago. Miller, 
playing outside midfielder, has the ability to 
get forward while Staley likes Lewis’ ability 
to read the game, a combination that makes 
for a dynamic duo on the field. 

Defensively, the power play will likely 
come again from Pappalardo, who Staley de- 


scribes as “an excellent man marker” (a man 
marker is soccer's equivalent to a football 
cornerback with man-to-man coverage skill) 
and junior Martha Mouring, who has been a 
starter for the Tide since her freshman sea- 
son. Sophomore Tiffany Carle will likely 
move into the starting ranks at sweeper, tak- 
ing over the hole left by Barnes. 

“Man marking by Tricia and Martha will, 
hopefully, be one of our stronger suits this 
season,” said Staley. “Having Tiffany play the 
sweeper position for us this past spring 
helped her tremendously in learning the po- 
sition. What she brings to the table is very 
good heading ability, a strong leg, and an 
understanding of the game.” 

It is in all, a mix that has left Staley pleas- 
antly surprised in his preseason workouts. 

“Right now we're about as close as we've 
ever been as a group. | think a lot of that has 
to do with the fact that the girls have left 
their egos at the door and realized that sev- 
eral of these new girls will be expected to 
step up and contribute immediately. | think 
that says a lot for the leadership on this 
team.” 

It is a season where Alabama's home field 
advantage will be put to the ultimate test. 
The Tide is host to the 1998 Southeastern 
Conference Tournament. An SEC title has 
eluded the Tide so far, but Staley is hoping 
Alabama’s 27-6-2 home field record going 
into the season will give his team the extra 
confidence it needs to collect Alabama's first 
league championship. 

“Last year we were expected to host the 
tournament, but we had to pass because our 
field didn’t have lights,” said Staley, whose 
team went 8-1 at home last season. “I would 
have felt more comfortable last year hosting 
because | thought we were extremely strong, 
and that was evident by season’s end. We 
had our best record to date. We got the 
lights in-which we're very excited 
about-and this year we host. If you'd have 
asked me at this time last year if I'd rather 
be hosting then or waiting a year, there’s no 
question which one I'd have picked. But 
now, on paper at least, the picture has 
changed. I have to see them play first, but 
going into the season, I'm optimistic about 
this group. I like their chances, at least on 
paper. 

“I certainly hope we make the cut and are 
still playing when the SEC tournament rolls 
around. Obviously, it would not be a pleas- 
ant experience to host an event and not 
make the field. But I do like the possibilities. 
This is a very tough place to play. This is 
truly a home field advantage, and I hope 
that can come into play come November.” 
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Cross Country Outlook: 


by Shane Youngblood 


Men will hold out top guns, 
while women hope to build 
on last year with returnees 


he University of Alabama men’s and 
“Tren cross country teams share 

a common goal in that both are on 
the road to establishing championship cal- 
iber squads. However, the two teams will 
take different paths for at least the dura- 
tion of the 1998 season. 

After a second place finish in the 1997 
Southeastern Conference Championships 
and a first place finish in the 1997 NCAA 
South Regional Championships, Men’s 
Coach David Troy will pull back the reins 
of his squad in 1998 as his three lone se- 


Men, Women Have Different Plans 


niors will take a redshirt year for the up- 
coming year in hopes of bigger and better 
things for 1999. “We are definitely in what 
1 would call a rebuilding mode,” said Troy, 
who is entering his 13th year as the Tide's 
coach. “The three seniors we have will 
have another season of cross country left 
and two years remaining for track and 
field eligibility. Another year of maturing 
and getting stronger and faster will prepare 
these guys for what I hope will be a banner 
year in 1999,” 

The decision to point towards 1999 
came easy to Troy, who saw his team place 
19th in the country in the NCAA 
Championships last November. Four se- 
niors were lost from 1997, including Brian 
Hesson (llth place finish in SEC 
Championships), Jody Spangler (14th 
place finish in SEC Championships), 
James McIngvale (26th place finish in SEC 
Championships) and Wade Beroset (66th 


fa a 


place finish in SEC Championships). 

“We weren't exactly decimated by the 
graduations,” Troy noted. “We have our 
number one runner returning in Tim Broe, 
who finished in second place at the SEC 
Championships and won the individual 
men’s championship at the (NCAA) 
Regionals. He narrowly missed being an 
All-America last year after making it in 
1996. They will have another year to im- 
prove and then we can add them to the 
mix of newcomers that will arrive in 


January. 


“The decision to redshirt the three se- 
niors was entirely mutual. They all wanted 
to be a part of something special.” 

Along with Broe, seniors Dean Fulmer 
and John Williamson will also sit out the 
year and return in 1999. “These guys are 
all going to continue to practice with us,” 
Troy said. “We will miss them in competi- 
tion this season, but we all realize our ulti- 
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Tim Broe 


mate goal. They knew they could run this 
year and get another runner-up spot in 
the SEC and Nationals, or they could sit 
the year out and reach for the sky in 
1999.” 

Last season, the Tide finished second in 
the SEC Championships behind perennial 
power Arkansas who will be expected to 
repeat in 1998. Bama won the South 
NCAA Regional Championship. Alabama 
also enjoyed first place finishes in the 
FSU Seminole Invitational, the Crimson 
Classic, the Commodore Classic and the 
Alabama, Florida, Florida State 
Triangular. 

Troy will be counting on what he ex- 
pects to be an exceptional recruiting crop 
that will arrive in January to perhaps push 
the Tide over the top. This class, as well 
as future classes, is expected to have more 
of an international flair. “Because of our 
scholarship limitations, we have been lim- 
ited in our base of recruiting,” Troy said. 
“But we fully expect to start going abroad 
and tap into the enormous talent that lies 
in other parts of the world.” 

So where does that leave the 1998 ver- 
sion of the team? When all is said and 
done, Troy will be left with a very young 
class for this season, including 12 fresh- 
men (six true freshmen), two sophomores 
and a junior. All 12 freshmen are walk- 
ons. 

“Clearly we will have to have some guys 
elevate their running for us to be compet- 
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itive,” said Troy. “We will look to John 
Beroset, Troy Henderson and Jais Stanfield 
to spearhead our squad this year.” Beroset, 
a sophomore from Pensacola, Florida, will 
be the most experienced runner in 1998 
despite never cracking the top-seven of 
the Tide’s competition rotation. 

“John is a guy who comes from a good 
background and has the needed experi- 
ence to compete,” said the coach. “Troy 
had personal best times in indoor and 
outdoor track last season and Jais won 
two Alabama state titles in the mile run 
and one in the two-mile run at Mountain 
Brook High School. 

“An outrageous goal for us would be to 
finish in the top half of teams at the SEC 
Championships. What this will do for us 
in the long run will be to build depth. 
These younger guys will get a chance for 
real competition this year and hopefully 
that will make us a deeper and more com- 
petitive team in 1999.” 


hile high expectations for the 
men’s cross country team will 
be put on hold for a year, 


Coach Rachelle Roberts’ women’s squad 
will be aiming a little higher in 1998 after 
a fifth place finish in the SEC 
Championships last season. Roberts will 
welcome back her top two runners from 
last season in sophomore Amanda Grout 
and senior Liz Lopacki. 

“We came such a long way in 1997 that 
our expectations this season will be to 
build on what we have accomplished and 
narrow the gap between us and a champi- 
onship-type season,” said Roberts, who is 
entering her second season at The 
Capstone after a coaching stint at the 
University of lowa. “"We feel we have 
some pretty good runners who can be part 
of a successful season if we are willing to 
work hard.” 

Roberts will have some good ammuni- 
tion in Grout and Lopacki, who were both 
All-SEC a year ago. “They have different 
running styles,” said Roberts. “Amanda is 
more of a true long-distance runner while 
Liz is more of a sprinter at heart. 
However, both are extremely effective.” 

Grout led the Tide all season long in 
1997 with a second place finish in the 
Crimson Classic, third place finishes in 
the Commodore and Clemson Classics, a 
ninth place finish in the SEC Champion- 


Amanda Grout 


ships, and a seventh place finish in the 
South Regional. Lopacki placed fourth in 
the Crimson and Clemson Classics and 
finished 10th and 12th in the South 
Region and SEC Championship respec- 
tively. “We will also be counting on 
Desiree Ficker to be a solid contributor as 
well,” said Roberts. Ficker’s best finish in 
1997 was 16th in the Crimson Classic. 

Two incoming freshmen are expected to 
contribute immediately to the Tide as it 
hopes to sneak into the NCAA Champi- 
onships in 1998. “Ashley LaBudde is a 
Georgia state champion and record-holder 
in the 1600- and 3200-meter runs,” said 
Roberts. “And Sara Darling was a Florida 
state champion in the 3200 so it looks 
like we have a solid core to build on for 
the future.” 

The Tide returns everyone on the 1997 
squad except for its number four runner, 
Caroline Kerr. Last year’s team enjoyed 
wins at the Crimson and Commodore 
Classics. 

“lam extremely happy with the way our 
girls have adjusted to my coaching style,” 
said Roberts. “We meshed together from 
the very beginning, and we have worked 
hard together to get us in a competitive 
position.” 

Both squads will open their seasons at 
the Tulane Invitational in New Orleans on 
September 12. They will then host the 
Crimson Classic on September 19 at The 
University’s Harry Pritchett Golf Course. 
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Alabama’s 1998 Fall Sports Schedules 


b) 
Football Men’s 
DATE OPPONENT SITE Central Time (Television) 
Sept. 5 Brigham Young Tuscaloosa 6:30 (ESPN) Cross C ountry 


Sept. 12 Vanderbilt Birmingham 11:30 (Jefferson-Pilot) 
Sept. 26 Arkansas Fayetteville To be announced Sag! 5 on — jinviewiousl 
Oct. 3 Florida Tuscaloosa To be announced See : ae 
Oct. 10 Ole Miss Tuscaloosa 2:00 Se eee 
Oct. 17 East Carolina Birmingh 2:00 Sept.26 © Birmingham Classic 
oo 5 Oct. 10 @ Furman Invitational 
Oct. 24 Tennessee Knoxville 2:30 (CBS) Sct 17  @ Asibuen invitational 
Oct. 31 Southern Miss Tuscaloosa 2:00 Oct. 3] SEC Championships 
Nov. 7 LSU Baton Rouge 2:30 (CBS) . @ Fecomiie wag 
Nov. 14 Mississippi State Starkville To be announced Nov. 14 NCAA Re focal e hamnnoushine 
Nov. 21 Auburn Birmingham 6:00 (ESPN) tied — P P 
SEC CHAMPIONSHIP GAME g . 
De, 5 TBA ‘Aekaiis 7:00 (ABC) Nov. 23. NCAA Championships 


@ Lawrence, Kan. 


Soccer Volleyball 


DATE OPPONENT TIME DATE OPPONENT TIME 
Aug. 22 — Southern Miss 4:00 Sept. 1 Northwestern State 7:00 


’ 
Aug. 29  @ Jacksonville State 7:00  Sept.4- | CRIMSON TIDE CLASSIC Women S 
Sept. 4 @ SMU 7:00 Sept. 5 (Troy State, UT-Martin, ETSU, 


Sept. 5 Montana @ Waco, Texas 2:00 Georgia State) C C 

Sept. 6 @ Baylor 1:00 = Sept. 8 Samford 7:00 ross ountry 
Sept. 11 @ Kentucky 7:00 = Sept. 11- Miami Invite @ Oxford, Ohio . 

Sept. 13 @ Vanderbilt 1:00  Sept.12 —(lowa, Miami-Ohio, Fairfield) ais erik fivtiarinnal 

Sept. 18 Colorado 4:00 Sept. 18-  @ Indiana Invitational See iS  CrinsoncClastte 

Sept. 20 South Alabama 2:00 Sept. 19 (Indiana, Eastern Washington, Sept 26  @Birmingham Classic 
Sept. 25. Mississippi 4:00 Oakland) Gai  @ Furnen Invitations 

Sept.27 — Mississippi State 2:00 Sept.22 @ Middle Tennessee State 7:00 Oct. 17 Pre Nationals ® Lawrence. Kan 
Oct. 2 @ Florida International 4:00  Sept.25 @ Florida 7:00 : 5 % , 


Oct. 4 @ Miami 1:00 Sept.29 Troy State 7:00 Wes! oF emaloret sos 


Oa. 12 Aaianenoninghe © £99 O82 Aan 7 Now NeAn Ren! Chalo 
Oct.18 | @ Arkansas 1:00 Oct. 6 @ South Alabama 7:00 Nov. 23 cake mre Shi 
Oct. 23 Tuscaloosa 4:00 Oct.9 @ Georgia 7:00 se Bre Cam pianships 
a , @ Lawrence, Kan. 
Oct.25  @Auburn 1:00 Oct. 11 @ South Carolina 1:00 5 
Oct. 31 No. Texas @ Baton Rouge 11:00 Oct. 16 @ Mississippi 7:00 
Nov. 1 Maryland @ Baton Rouge 2:00 Oct.18 @ Mississippi State 2:00 
Nov. 5- SEC Tournament Oct. 23 Tennessee 7:00 
Nov. 8 @ Tuscaloosa Oct. 25 Kentucky 1:00 
Nov. 14-15 NCAA First Round (camus sites) Oct. 28 Jacksonville State 7:00 5 
Nov. 20-22. NCAA Second Round (camus sites) Oct. 30 Mississippi State 7:00 Men S G olf 
Noy. 20-22 NCAA Quarterfinals (camus sites) Nov. 1 Mississippi Tuscaloosa 
Dec. 4 and NCAA Championships Nov. 5 Auburn 7:00 DATE EVENT 
Dec. 6 @ Greensboro, N.C. Nov.10 @ Auburn 7:00 Sept. 14-15 Palmetto Invitational 
Nov.13.  @LSU 7:00 @ Charleston, S.C. 
Nov.15  @ Arkansas 1:00 Oct. 19-20 Jerry Pate National 
Nov. 20- SEC Tournament @ Birmingham 
5 ‘ Nov.22  @ Fayetteville, Ark. Oct. 30- The Nelson 
Women’s Tennis Nov.l  @Stanford, Calif. 


DATE EVENT 

Sept. 18-20 Roberta Alison Fall Classic ¥ 

Sept. 19- National Clay Courts Men’s Tennis Women’s Golf 
Sept. 27 @ Baltimore, Md. 

Sept. 25-27. @ Vanderbilt Fall Classic DATE EVENT DATE EVENT 

Oct. 9- SEC Coaches Fall Classic Sept. 25- National Clay Courts Sept. 18- Lady Seminole 

Oct. 12 @ Fayetteville, Ark. Sept. 28 @ Baltimore, Md. Sept. 20 @ Tallahassee 

Oct. 17- Riviera All-American Oct.9- Southern Collegiate Sept. 25-27 @ Auburn Invitational 
Oct. 25 @ Los Angeles, Calif. Oct.11 @ Athens, Ga. Oct. 16-18 Mercedes-Benz 

Oct. 23- Gator Fall Classic Oct. 13- All-American Championships @ Knoxville, Tenn. 

Oct. 25 @ Gainesville, Fla. Oct. 19 @ Austin, Texas Nov. 1-3 @ Memphis Intercolletiate 
Novy. 13- Region III Championships Nov. 6- Region III Championships 

Nov. 16 @ Athens, Ga. Nov.9  @Athens, Ga. 
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’s 1998 Opponents 


Schedules Of Alabama 


ae | 
sesumyy eueIsino’] 
merle] | me 
(Sap) 08% aye 
awed 2j0N | YAIVEVIV | SSN 210 @ | !ddississtjy 
o 


uOsNOY @ 


“ee — Ee 
D 


ne 


Bul foreD 
unos 


ayes 
iddississij | aessouuay | SSWaQ | Uingny @ 
i DB 
pUTfOre7) 
Aypniuay @] epuoL ang ynes 


erUIBI/, 


epuoL @ , NST 
© wes 
(€-€1-99 ‘seuss speaj euregery) 
ayes euyorez ay2IS “SS “aTyeIS 
aessauua] unos ewOYeyO | siyduay @ | Wiquepuey sBopying 
seq B B HLVLS IddISSISSIW 
(S-91-Ob ‘Soules speo] ewege;y) 
aes 2] ‘ahnoy uojeg 
SEY. suabiy Bunybiy 
nsi 
(2-1-8Z “Souas speaj ewreqeyy) 
eueIsiInNoy] “sstyy “Binqsameyy 
AY @ ayasino7] ) ayeyg uuag sajbeq uapjos 
b 52] SSIW NHSHLNOS 


Aypnquay 


(L-1€-Zb “Sous speaj eureqeyy) 
"uuay ‘ayaxouy 
S1aajUNYO/\ 
SASSANNAL 


(Bunaep 3114) 
pel ‘DN ‘eFuseID5 
Pru, saqelg 
® D YNITOUVD LSV4 


(O-TT-L ‘soues speaj ewregeiy) 
"RIY ‘ayiaseured 
SIO) 
varuols 


PURISING'] 


JSPAYLON 


uinqny 


PPPEHD O4L 


me 
VA 
Vaviv 


(0-2-9 ‘seuas speay eureqery) 
PUTjOIeD poy ary “yay “oynanaie4 
ynes @ Spnuey sypequozeyy 
® SVSNVHYEV 


: (b-61-€G ‘Seuias speaj ewregeyy) 
aIPIS “uua] “ayayseny 
NOLS 1 idditssisstpy SALOPOWIWO) 
IUWaYySaGNVA 


(Buneeyy 3114) 
Yyein “onorg 
aIeIG ouselj sueino;y 
®B ONNOA WVHOTMS 


‘BAMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/SEPTEMBER ‘98 


30 


Nacta 
Y ee, 


Presents... 


FOURT 
oN? op tar rc ce 


Including the Jan. 3, 2000 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


G 0 AN IL, Y Same Great Seats 
¥ One REALLY Low Price! 


_ Terrace Package [ ‘Plaza package! | | . sho ge cat 
= $280 ea* = | 2) $325 ea* 2 
jo" . {1o? . 


2 oj 


Each { 
jFourth-and-Goal - { 
‘Ticket Package § id 
3 ‘guarantees your*= 

; 1° ‘seat for 4 years © { 


Py 
#= 


147 a = 


2 of 


* Prices do not include handling fees. 


SCORE NOW SEC FANS | 
by calling TicketMaster NW TA 


at (504) 522-5555 SPR NGS 


Ask for the Sugar Bowl 
Fourth-and-Goal Ticket Offer alii 


A passion for 
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EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
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have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
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Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


also get the story behind the 1 (payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 


story. We profile the stars O Mastercard Sa een August through May. Great 


6104 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 gift idea, too! 


and even the stars of a Make the big play to 
yesteryear as we remember wasePints=2+#”*=<“‘sét!~*é‘(s*;*;*;*”;”;*”;*;*”*;*« NI TU IO 
Alabama tradition. And for ee = Tide football. Return the 
the best and most accurate a : coupon or for immediate 
recruiting information, aytime mer New renewal service, just call toll-free 


nothing compares. Noth he ae 1-800-713-2261. 


